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Election Day UMW Soup, Sandwich & Bake Sale
Tuesday, November 6
10:30 am — 7:30 pm
Crossroads Ministry Center
2095 W. Fair Ave . Lancaster, OH
Come to Crossroads on Election Day to enjoy a delicious homemade meal.
Eat In or Carry Out
Soups: Chicken Noodle & Chili
Sandwiches: Shredded Chicken, Sloppy Joes & Hot Dogs
Assorted Desserts/Baked Goods and Beverages
All Welcome!
Net proceeds from all sales benefit the United Methodist Women Local &
Global Missions of the First United Methodist Church.

The trumpeters and musicians joined in unison to give praise and thanks to
the LORD. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, the
singers raised their voices in praise to the LORD and sang: “He is good; His
love endures forever.” (2 Chronicles 5:13 NIV)
For many people this is the best time of year. They love the colors. They
love the crisp air as we put the oppressive heat of summer behind us. We
can put on layers of clothing and tell ourselves next year we’ll lose weight
and be ready for the beach. We bathe ourselves in pumpkin spice
everything. Football is back and baseball slides into the Fall classic of the
World Series.
It would seem, at a glance, that Fall has something for everyone. It’s certainly home to one of our
most holy of holidays, Thanksgiving. We don’t often think about Thanksgiving being a holy day, but
it is. Yes, we’ve turned it into a day of overindulgence of food, tryptophan-induced comas, and lots
of football (Let’s all admit, that doesn’t sound so bad). But there are some holy moments here that
we, as Christians, fail to embrace.
Thanksgiving brings a certain element of unabashed joy and enjoyment of life. Yes, we eat a lot of
great food. We gather with friends and family and laugh together. But isn’t that the point? Shouldn’t
being thankful to God carry with it a certain amount of unbridled joy? Look again at our Scripture.
This is no quiet celebration of thanks. The people of Israel gathered together and were
overwhelmed with God’s goodness. They were overwhelmed with blessings He poured out on them.
How could they not sing, shout, and dance when you take a moment to see how good God is?
That’s the message of Thanksgiving. God is good. And He has blessed us with so much. God has
given us blessings and bounty so we might enjoy them to the fullest.
My prayer for you is that this Thanksgiving will not only be the beginning of the “Holiday Season”
for you. I hope it sets a standard for your life where every day you see how good God is. That you
find joy in the bounty He brings. I hope you realize God wants you to enjoy life. God is good, He
loves you. Be thankful.
In Christ,
Rev. Dr. Brian Jones <><

November 11, 2018 - Veteran’s Day
100th Anniversary of the End of World War 1
Lithuania Friends
Here in the U.S. and in Europe, there will be remembrances of the Great War ending which took
place on the eleventh day of the eleventh month at the eleventh hour in 1918. Our worship on
November 11 will include honoring our veterans and prayers for peace in our world. Pastor Andrus
Kask and his wife, Deacon Jelena, from Lithuania will be with us to share about their ministries in
our sister church there.
Our own Colonel Tom Moe has served on the US World War One Centennial Commission.
To learn more about this part of U.S. history and the many centennial events planned here in Ohio,
and around the country, please visit the websites: www.worldwar1centennial.org and
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/ohio-in-ww1-home-page.html
From church belfries, Bells of Peace will be rung across the country on November 11 at 11:00am.
www.WW1CC.org/Bells
At this site, you can also learn how to get the Bells of Peace App for your Smart Phone. You can join
others in prayer as the bells ring 21 times.
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Saturday, November 10, 8:30am, at Crossroads: Please join us on
November 10th for Second Saturday beginning at 8:30 am at Crossroads.This
month we will be making blankets for our Angel Tree recipients at Christmas!
(Yes, we are preparing) The wood crew will be hard at work starting their
deliveries for the winter season. Thank you all who have donated wood to this
project! The shut-in deliveries are now regularly in the 40's so if you would like to share your happy
self with one of our members, come on out! Hello cookie bakers!!! We could use some fabulous
cookies for these goodie bags and they can be dropped off to the church by Friday afternoon! We
can also always use fresh oranges, bananas, fruit cups or snack bags to add to these also! Thank
you church for supporting this mission the past 9 years!

Jazzy New Year’s Eve: Mark your calendars now for a special new event at 1st UMC! On New
Year’s Eve, we will offer an early evening time of jazz music and communion worship. The
Nostalgics big band will kick things off with a time of jazz music at 5:30 p.m., then they’ll stick
around to provide music throughout our communion worship that will begin at 6:00. We’ll conclude
before 7:00 so you can head off to any other New Year’s plans you might have. Afterwards, there
will be a family arts and crafts session from 7-8:30pm! More details will follow as we get closer to
the date.
Discipleship & Outreach Director Needed
We have an opening for this full-time, salaried position requiring flexible hours. Please see the
summary of duties at the Information Desk in the church parlor, on the bulletin board at Crossroads,
or on our website. More information is available by contacting Deb Silvia, Business Administrator.
Applications are being accepted until the position is filled. Please include three professional/
personal references. Mail to the attention of Deb Silvia at the church's address or email to
debsilvia@lancasterfumc.org

On November 27, 2018, United Methodists will come together to support the work of Advance
projects and missionaries on #GivingTuesday. This day of generosity is an opportunity for local
churches and annual conferences to combine Advent and Christmas seasonal giving with global
mission and outreach opportunities. The denominational theme for the campaign this year is
#GiveUMC.
In 2017, more than $300 million was raised in 150 countries on #GivingTuesday! More than
$677,000 was given to Advance projects and missionaries around the world. The effort also provides
United Methodists, and others, a way to build missional relationships through a channel they know
and trust. With more than 600 projects and 300 missionaries to support, there is a mission focus to
fit the interest and passion of anyone. The Advance continues to allocate 100% of all giving to the
designated project or missionary.
To give go to: https://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects
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“A Home-spun Holiday” is the theme of the downtown Lancaster parade. November, 17th at 10
a.m. We are in need of people to be in our parade entry. Sign up in the parlor!
After you eat a lot on Thanksgiving, and shop on Black
Friday and Saturday, come to Crossroads on Sunday
and kick off the Christmas season! ’Twas the Plight
Before Christmas” will be at 7 p.m. Ebeneezer
Scrooge tries to trick Santa and his elves into cancelling
Christmas! This family-friendly show is filled with
magical illusions and surprises. Our Nativity display will
open early so you can see it as well!

The Nativity Festival happens on
December 2nd from 6-8:30 p.m. Share your
nativity displays with the community on this
fun, one-night event. Registration forms are
in the parlor.

The Virtuous Reality
Christmas Show is Sunday,
Dec. 9, at 2 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Our Nativity display is open every Sunday, Wednesday and Friday from 6-9 p.m.
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Interested in Baptism?

We express our sincere
sympathy to the families of those
who have lost loved ones:

If you are, please contact
Sandy Roberts at the church
office, (740) 653-3330 or
sandyroberts@lancasterfumc.org

Barbara Cherry
Ken Hoch

Men’s Group/Bible Study:
Tuesdays, 7:00pm - 8:30pm in the Conference Room at Crossroads.
The group will focus on fellowship and taking individuals into a deeper relationship with God for
himself and his family as we explore various topics. All men are welcome and ENCOURAGED to
participate. Please see sign-up sheet in the Parlor. For questions, contact Dan Kemp at
740-653-3330 or dankemp@lancasterfumc.org

Thanksgiving at Fellowship Dinners
Our Local Missions Team will again
be sponsoring the Angel Tree this
year. This project helps provide
Christmas gifts to those in need.
Applications for inclusion on this
year’s tree are available in the parlor at the
receptionist’s desk. If you know of a family who
could use some help, please pick up an
application, complete it, and return to the Church
by November 16th.

This celebration only comes once a year! Join us
on November 14 for a meal that would make
your Grandma smile! Turkey with all the
trimmings and pumpkin pie for dessert! Because
of the preparation and response to this meal,
reservations MUST BE IN NO LATER
THAN 3:00 PM on Monday, November
12th. We will have a limited number of “walk-in”
meals available, so please make a reservation to
assure a spot for you. Call Dan Kemp with any
questions.

The Angel Tree will be up before Thanksgiving
to allow for Black Friday discount shopping to
assist in spreading your Christmas cheer!

We will be celebrating the retirements of Pastor Cheryl Foulk and Sandy Roberts in
December! Watch your upcoming bulletins and December's CIRCUIT RIDER for more details!
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NOVEMBER DINNER MENUS:

Wednesday Night Dinners
We welcome and
encourage everyone to
come and enjoy a
“home-cooked” meal at
our Wednesday Night
Fellowship Dinners.
Reservations can be
made by contacting the church
receptionist at 740-653-3330 before 3:00
on MONDAY AFTERNOON. If you have
any questions or concerns, please feel free
to contact Dan Kemp at
dankemp@lancasterfumc.org or
740-653-3330 We thank you for your
continued support.


Buffet style



Serving from 5:00 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.



Main Room at Crossroads.



Desired donation:
$9.00 for adults; Kids (10 & under) free
when accompanied by an adult!

Nov. 7

Spaghetti & Italian Meatballs
Buttered Corn
Garlic Bread
Chunky Applesauce

Nov. 14

Turkey & Dressing
Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy
Candied Sweet Potatoes
Green Beans
Cranberry Gelatin Salad
Pumpkin Pie

Nov. 21

No meal tonight. Happy Thanksgiving!

Nov. 28

Ham Loaf w/Sweet/Sour Sauce
Potato Puff
Buttered Cabbage
Blushing Applesauce

All meals include a Dessert, a fresh garden salad,
homemade rolls, and beverages.

Specials in the Spirit Cafe
November

Fellowship Dinner Volunteers
Needed! Volunteers are needed on
Wednesday afternoons/evenings for this
wonderful outreach ministry. This is a huge
weekly undertaking and helps to support our
three weekly free lunches. You can serve
individually or bring the whole family. Contact
Dan Kemp at 740-653-3330 for serving
opportunities on a weekly or monthly basis.

Pumpkin Spice Latte
& S’mores Hot Chocolate
Also serving Iced Tea & Iced Coffee!!!
Spirit Café is located in the Parlor & open on
Sunday mornings.
Saturday, November 3,
at 8:00am. Join us at the Rising
House. Please call the church,
740-653-3330 to reserve your
spot. Please join us!

Do you have trouble hearing in
worship? We have personal sound
amplifiers in the sanctuary for use by
individuals needing help hearing the service.
Please bring your own earbuds/earphones, and
just let an usher know that you’d like to use an
amplifier for the service.

Time Change! Don’t forget to set your clocks
back on Sunday, November 4!
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Celebrate Missions in Lithuania
Please join us on Sunday, November 11 to welcome Pastor
Andrus Kask and his wife, Deacon Jelena from Lithuania.
Pastor Andrus and Deacon Jelena will be visiting the USA in
November during the annual Friends of Lithuania meeting in
Michigan. We are honored to have them visiting us during
the week of November 5 with Pastor Andrus preaching on Sunday the 11 th.
Pastor Andrus is from Estonia and his wife Jelena is from Lithuania. They met in Tallinn,
where they studied in Baltic Methodist Theological Seminary. Pastor Andrus graduated in
2006 and later obtained a MA in Religious Pedagogy from Lutheran Evangelical Institute.
Jelena graduated in 2011, and 2012 they moved to Vilnius, Lithuania, to establish a self
supporting congregation. During 2003-2008 Pastor Andrus was a preacher and 2008 -2010
a local pastor in South Estonia. Since 2003 he has traveled 17 times to Western Siberia, for
short term mission trips. He is an elder since 2013 and Jelena a Deaconess since 2014.
They are presently serving 5 congregations- Vilnius, Ukmergė, Panevėžys, Šiauliai, Biržai.
We lived for 6 years in Vilnius, and now live in Biržai.
In his free time, Pastor Andrus reads about mission history and likes to go fishing. And
Jelena likes knitting.
Their message to us: ‘We look forward to see you all and pray together. Without Holy Spirit
unable to establish, lead, even live and move.’
A reminder that our church directly supports the Panevėžys UMC, located in Panevėžys,
Lithuania.
Look for Pastor Andrus and Deacon Jelena at various church events occurring throughout
the week of the 5th. Such as – Wednesday Fellowship Dinner, the Gathering, Thursday First
Community Kitchen, Second Saturday and Sunday worship.
The Methodist Church in Lithuania

United Methodist Student Day November 25, 2018
We wish to support our students as they gain knowledge and grow in their faith! On Student Day, we
will be recognizing our college students in both services. Students will be providing leadership in our
worship that day.
We also will be receiving a special UM offering that provides scholarships for qualified United
Methodist applicants from around the world. (General Board of Higher Education and Ministry)
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Financial Snapshot
September
Beginning operating fund balance
add income
less expenses
Ending operating fund balance

*123,981.79
- 73,921.21

2018
$ 148,756.70
757,473.64
- 802,424.13
$ 103,806.21

*September’s income includes $56,443.50 from the Permanent
Endowment which is the balance of planned distribution to the general
(operating) fund for this year.

You will be enriched in every
way so that you can be
generous on every occasion,
and through us your
generosity will result
in thanksgiving to God.
2 Corinthians 9:11

Have you considered giving electronically with a regular bank transfer? This type of giving helps
the church have steadier income streams for ministry. Forms are available in the parlor and on the
church’s website. If you have questions, please contact the Business Office.
We continue to have the Building Fund available for future building campaigns and for major capital
repairs. The balance in this fund as of September is $38,522.04. Approximately two-thirds of these
funds the Trustees have designated for repairs to our Crossroads parking lot this fall.
The Permanent Endowment contains funds from legacy gifts invested for ongoing support of the
ministry of First United Methodist Church.
September
2018
Beginning Permanent Endowment $2,784,215.18 $2,665,529.52
Ending fund balance
$2,730,320.04* $2,730,320.04
*see operating fund note
Legacy gifts in the endowment typically supply 10% of our operating funds for the specific ministries
they were designated each year. Additional support for these ministries through endowment gifts will
ensure our mission will be supplied well into the future. Please contact the Business Office if you
would like additional information on the Permanent Endowment or to find out how to make gifts
through your will or other financial instruments for charitable contributions to the Permanent
Endowment.

We have a new rewards account # with
Krogers!
Support our church mission projects by shopping at
Kroger! Just register your Kroger card at:
https://www.kroger.com/account/
enrollCommunityRewardsNow/
-link your card to our church, our organization number is
NX126 First United Methodist ChurchLancaster.
Kroger will send us a check for a portion of all that
is spent with Kroger cards associated with our
church. Check the bottom of your receipt to confirm
you are supporting our church. Thank You!
This generates some nice income for the church,
which goes to support global missions!
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The Finance &
Permanent
Endowment
Committees
are starting a series of
seminars on financial
and legal issues. The seminar for
senior citizens and their children
navigating estate planning, insurance
issues and medical & home care
planning, etc. on NOVEMBER 3 has
been postponed until Spring as we
continue to plan.

2018 Thanksgiving Offering
During this season of Thanksgiving, we are invited to
offer our gifts in support of several vital mission
projects through the United Methodist Church.





Our Lithuania Partner Church
Africa Hunger & Development
Good Works Outreach, Athens, Ohio
Connectional Giving

Enclosed in this newsletter is a special Thanksgiving offering envelope. Checks may be made
payable to First UMC with “Thanksgiving Offering” on the memo.
As we thank God for our many blessings, let’s offer our best gifts to these important mission projects
that are transforming and saving lives.
Your Global Missions Team

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE LORD!
Children's Sing & Praise is a singing group for children ages 4 through 6th grade. Our group
enjoys singing & praising God through music, videos & rhythm. We will share some of our songs
for the church several times a year. All children are invited to join us on Sunday mornings in
between services from 10 am to 10:30 am in the Celebration Room.
We look forward to seeing you!
What a better way to teach our children about caring for our community than caring
for our church. The Trustees and staff need some help keeping up with the leaves
that will be falling soon - not just on the lawn but also on the sidewalks and parking
lots at the Church, Rising House and parsonage.
If you can spare an hour or so one evening or some time on a Saturday or Sunday
this fall helping with this clean-up, please contact the church and let Deb Silvia or Dustin Roberts
know. We will be happy to make sure tools are available. We will need help now through early
November. You can email Deb at debsilvia@lancasterfumc.org or Dustin at
dustinroberts@lancasterfumc.org. Thank you!

Big Brothers & Big Sisters of Fairfield County
has over 60 children waiting for a Big! - About 2/3 are
boys. If you’d like to find out more information, or to
contact the organization, here is their link:
www.bbbs-fairfieldoh.org, or 740-687-9477 .

Family Special Events Team October 2018 schedule
November 10

8:30am - Noon

Second Saturday community outreach

December 8

8:30 a.m. - Noon

Second Saturday community outreach/
Angel Tree Gift Wrapping

Noon - 2:00pm

Angel Tree Gift Delivery/
Family Christmas Caroling to our shut-ins

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Family arts and craft decorating session

New Year’s Eve
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Thank you
Dear First United Methodist Church: I just want to thank you for your
wonderful facility at Crossroads. We appreciate you letting us use it
each year. It is so kind of you to share with us in this way. It is just
perfect for our needs. Every year, we have about 150 people who
attend.
The many Chair Volleyball teams look forward to it every year. I always
get many favorable comments about how nice the facility is. Thank you
once again!
Sincerely, Penny Goodlive, Chair Volleyball Coordinator
Dear Friends: It is such a pleasure to open my door and find someone like Judy Morgan standing there and
with a gift in her hands! Two very lovely things! Thank you all very much!
Vivian Hughes
Dear FUMC: Thank you for handmaking the blankets for the newborns at the hospital, an awesome gift to
treasure!
Thank you again! Jill
Dear Church: I want to thank you all for making Second Saturday happen! I really enjoy it!
Love, Mary Yenrick
Dear Friends at First United Methodist Church: The month of October was made special by your words of
support, cards, and gifts as part of Pastor Appreciation. As a church family, you have blessed me with your
year round support. I especially enjoyed the cards made by the children in Sunday Shop!
With care and my appreciation of you, Pastor Cheryl
Dear FUMC Friends: Thank you to everyone who showered us with gifts, cards notes, food, and even two
incredible videos from our children in Sing and Praise. Its been a wonderful month, and all of you are a
blessing to us.
In Christ, Brian <><

Warm Gifts of Love for Little Ones
Each month, volunteer quilters from First UMC are making small quilts for babies born at Fairfield
Medical Center. This outreach is much appreciated by the families of new babies.
These items are needed to make the quilts:
 80/20 Quilt Batting
 Cotton Muslin for the Backing, 36”
 White Thread
Please bring all donations to Pastor Cheryl’s office (located behind parlor). Your gifts support
this ministry!

Poinsettias for the Sanctuary Once again, the Altar Guild is offering the opportunity for
members of the congregation to provide poinsettias in honor or memory of important persons in their
lives. Forms are in the Parlor. Checks may be written out to “FUMC– Altar Guild” and marked
Poinsettia. Please Note the Firm Due date: November 1. The poinsettias will be available for
persons to take home or to others following 11:00 p.m. worship on Christmas Eve.

Coins for Christ for 2018. Our Local Missions Team is starting to prepare our list of Charitable
organizations that will benefit from our Coins for Christ program. 2017 ‘s list included: Pearl House,
Friends of Allen Chapel, Special Olympics, the Lighthouse, Child Advocacy-Harcum House, Second
Saturday, Fairfield Co. Family Adult & Children 1st Council/Safe Kids, Maywood Mission, Foundation
Shelter, First Community Kitchen, New Horizons Youth & Family Center, & Local Relief.
If anyone knows of another charitable organization that would greatly benefit from our Coins for
Christ program, please contact Dan Kemp, Shannon McKisson, or Lisa Schenck. Thank you!
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UMW NEWS
THANK YOU to all who attended and helped to make shoes for Uganda
through our Sole Hope Project! We were able to donate 100 pairs of
shoes! First UMC, you are generous!

Pecans are coming and will be sold throughout the month of November! Get yours in
the Parlor after worship!
On NOVEMBER 6 the UMW will hold a Soup/Sandwich and Bake
Sale at Crossroads. Come out to vote and enjoy our soup and/or
sandwiches! Take home some delicious baked goods. All
proceeds support missions.
December 1, at 8:30am is the annual Cookie Walk in the Fellowship Hall.
We are asking the congregation to bake lots of cookies! You can drop
them off from 9am-4pm on November 30 at the church. Thank you for
taking the time to share cookies during the Christmas season. Decorated
cookies are appreciated! Candy, too!

Pastor’s Bible Study Every Wednesday in the Conference Room at Our
Crossroads Facility: 4-5pm
The Gathering meets on Wednesdays at 6pm in the Prayer Room at Crossroads.
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UPCOMING DATES:
November 3: Men’s Breakfast: Rising House
November 4: Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 6: Election Day Soup, Sandwich, & Bake Sale-Crsr
November 7, 14, & 28: Fellowship Dinners
November 10: Second Saturday Outreach
November 18: Angel Tree will be up!
November 25: The Plight Before Christmas: Crossroads, 7pm
December 1: Cookie Walk!
December 2: Nativity Festival
Coming Soon: Celebration of the retirements with
Rev. Cheryl Foulk & Sandy Roberts

It’s easier than ever before to find out, and see, all the great things
happening at Lancaster First. In addition to our Facebook page, we
have a twitter account as well as an Instagram account. Not only will
you be kept up-to-date with our ministries, but we’ll include devotions,
thoughts for the day, pictures, music, and a few surprises along the
way. Follow us at: Facebook: Lancaster First United Methodist Church
Twitter: church@lanfumc; Instagram: Lanfumc
Articles for the December/January issue of the
Circuit Rider are due by November 5 to Lisa
Schenck at lisaschenck@lancasterfumc.org
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The Circuit Rider
is the monthly newsletter of
First United Methodist Church
163 E. Wheeling St.
Lancaster, OH 43130
Sunday:
9:00 am – Worship Celebration
10:30 am – Praise Worship
Wednesday:
6:00 pm – The Gathering (at Crossroads)
Crossroads Family Ministry Center
2095 W. Fair Ave.
Lancaster, OH 43130
We welcome you to worship with us
and to experience the joy of having
fellowship with other people who
believe in the love of God and the
teachings of Christ.
Senior Pastor – Rev. Dr. Brian Jones
Associate Pastor – Rev. Cheryl Foulk
Telephone – 740-653-3330
Email – church@lancasterfumc.org
Website – www.lancasterfumc.org
www.crossroadsevents.com

