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September 2018
Extra-Special Worship Sundays in September
Labor Day Worship

September 2nd, as part of Labor Day weekend, we invite you to wear something to worship that
Sunday that is representative of your job (uniform, nametag, etc.). Retired persons can represent
what they did before retirement. Children can represent what they think they want to do when they
grow up. We can have some fun with this and learn something about one another as well!

September 9th is Grandparents Day in the United Methodist Church, and we will
honor our grandparents and those who are like grandparents to us in worship that morning. Children
will begin in the sanctuary that day for both worship times so they can be part of that honoring. Invite
your grand-people to be part of worship that day! The 9th is also our Kickoff Sunday, so Sunday
School will begin anew, the new choir season starts, and all our programming moves into an even
higher gear.

Be part of worship every Sunday at First UMC!

Women’s Fall Retreat: Saturday, September 22,
2018, 10:00am - Noon at Crossroads Ministry Center on West Fair
Avenue. We will be making shoes for Uganda and helping with
medical treatment for children suffering from jiggers. Plan to come
and help with this worthwhile project. Bring sharp fabric scissors and a black
marker for tracing the patterns. Coffee & pastries will be provided. Bring a
friend! Please be sure to sign up at the table in the Parlor.
Appointment scheduling has started for our 2018
Lifetouch Pictorial Directory! To schedule your
appointment, please click on the following link,
which is also on our website:
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/
ydyvksmq/ You can also schedule your
appointment by calling Shelley Nichols at the
church, 740-653-3330.
Each family that has their picture taken will receive a free directory and a
complimentary 8 x 10 portrait! Also, if you provide your email address to Lifetouch,
you will receive a $10 credit towards a purchase!
Photos will be taken at Crossroads on:Sept. 17th-22nd

“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it”.
(Proverbs 4:23 NIV)
When my son was young, he played a lot of baseball. From t-ball on up
until high school, our spring was filled with games several days a week. I
can remember spending hours with him teaching him how to hit, throw and
catch a baseball.
One of the last things we would do at the end of summer was get his mitt
ready for next year. We would rub oil into the leather, work it around, and
secure a baseball into the pocket of the glove. When spring came around,
we did the same thing. I’d get the glove oil out and work it deep into the leather for him. The result
was that he had a glove that was soft and pliable and lasted for years to come.
I knew the value of oiling the glove. Without it, the leather gets old and hard and begins to crack
after a while. Not only does the glove not last, it isn’t as usable as one that has been softened up.
I thought about that glove last week listening to an old song by Keith Green, called “My Eyes Are
Dry”. It was apparently the first time Green sang this song in public. He tells the audience, “I wrote
this last Thursday. I stayed up until about three in the morning working on it.”
Green shared that the song came out of a time of prayer with God where he confessed his heart
was getting hard. He said it wasn’t because of anything he was doing that was wrong. It was about a
lot of things he hadn’t been doing. He confessed to God, “I’ve been a Christian for a long time now,
and I feel like the skin of my heart is getting dried out. It’s hard and developing cracks in it.” He went
on to pray, “I want baby skin on my heart God, I want to have skin like a baby on my heart.”
In other words, Green’s prayer was that God would pour out the oil of the Holy Spirit on his heart
and soften it up. Make it usable and softened again, just like that baseball glove.
I think a lot of us can understand what Green was going through. Most of us have been there
ourselves. We have been Christians long enough where we stop being attentive to our relationship
with Christ. Our hearts dry out and become hard. It’s not that we are doing anything wrong,
necessarily. It’s just that we have stopped guarding our hearts, as our Scripture reminds us. We
need God to pour out the Holy Spirit on us, soften our hearts, and make us new and usable again.
What about your heart? Have you, like Green, felt your heart becoming dry lately? Do you long for
the oil of the Holy Spirit to be poured out on your life and soften your heart again? The Good News
is that God is more than willing to soften our hearts and make them new again. All we need to do is
to begin to invite the Holy Spirit into our hearts and pour out his love into our lives.
Now, it might take a while, depending on how hard and dry your heart is. But God can renew
anything with us if we let Him. Stop going through the motions of worship and a relationship with
God, and discover what it’s like to have God give you a new heart.
In Christ,
Rev. Dr. Brian Jones <><

Pastor’s Bible Study Every Wednesday in the Conference Room at Our
Crossroads Facility: 4-5pm; Returns on September 5!
The Gathering meets on Wednesdays at 6pm in the Prayer Room at Crossroads.
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Jazzy New Year’s Eve
Mark your calendars now for a special new event at 1st UMC! On New Year’s Eve, we will offer an
early evening time of jazz music and communion worship. The Nostalgics big band will kick things
off with a time of jazz music at 5:30 p.m., then they’ll stick around to provide music throughout our
communion worship that will begin at 6:00. We’ll conclude before 7:00 so you can head off to any
other New Year’s plans you might have. More details will follow as we get closer to the date.
Volunteers needed for

Saturday, September 1,
at 8:00am. Join us at IHOP!
Please call the church,
740-653-3330 to reserve your
spot. Please join us!

The United Way Breakfast and
Community Care Day,
September 10 & 11
See sign-up sheet in the parlor for needed

Fall New Member Classes: If you have been worshipping with us,
and you would like to learn more about our church, or if you think you
might be interested in becoming a member, we invite you to consider
attending our upcoming new member class. Participation in the class does
not commit you to church membership, but it is an opportunity for you to
find out more about the life and ministry of our church and to give
prayerful consideration to whether you want to enter into membership. Childcare can be provided if
that would make it possible for you to attend. The fall class: October 7, 14, 21. Please call or e-mail
Sandy Roberts at 740-653-3330 or sandyroberts@lancasterfumc.org for more information.

Sunday morning adult classes will

CLASSES
RESUME
SEPTEMBER 9

take place during both services on the 2nd
floor in Room 22. For questions, contact Dan
Kemp at 740-653-3330, or just show up.
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Creative Ministry News: Virtuous Reality attended the Fellowship of Christian Magician’s
(FCM) National Conference in July. Their performance received a standing ovation, and the former
president, Del Wilson said, “That was the best puppet performance we have ever had here, and
we’ve been doing this for 68 years!”
We attended classes throughout the week on magic, face painting, juggling, clowning, marketing,
and how to be Santa Claus! On our last day, (Friday the 13th), we were traveling to a nearby
restaurant for dinner when the van died. (Yes, this seems to always happen!) But God was looking
out for us. An hour earlier, we were in a more rural area of Indianapolis and not all of the team was
with us. When the van stopped working, we were all together with our belongings and in a good
neighborhood. The car rental companies had closed 15 minutes prior, so the only possible rental
was from the airport. As it happened, the airport was 4 miles away. While two of us caught an Uber
to the airport, the restaurant where we landed offered free desserts to the team. A couple attending
the conference was at the restaurant, and we were able to send our lanyards back with them, since
we were not going to be returning at that point. The rental company had just started a new “pick your
own car” method and I chose a white KIA. As soon as I got in, the smell of cigarette smoke overtook
me and I knew this was NOT the car for me! So I moved to the next car. Once I figured out how to
start the car (new-fangled technology), I opened the storage compartment between the front seats to
store my paperwork. There in the bottom of the compartment sat a red clown nose! I smiled,
knowing that this was the car that I was meant to have and that God was looking out for us (with a
sense of humor).
Creative Ministries provided face painting for 3 hours at a recent downtown block party headed up
by the First Presbyterian Church on August 11th.
Upcoming Events:
The Magic of Believe is busy working on a Christmas production that will be at Crossroads on
Sunday, November 25th. Save the date on your calendar!
We will be hosting a Creative Ministry Conference at Crossroads September 2829th. If you would like to volunteer to help in the kitchen or in other ways, please sign up in
the parlor.
Halloween is just around the corner, so mark your calendars to help with the Halloween Carnival
on October 27th! We need at least 35 people to make this event happen. The carnival runs
from 5-8 p.m.
THANK YOU:
Thank you entire puppet team (Virtuous Reality) for performing at the Fellowship of Christian
Musicians Late Show on July 9. You all ministered to me so much through laughter. Thanks for the
reminder of Proverbs 17:22! Laughter is such good medicine. You are all by far the best puppet
team I have ever seen. Thanks for your ministry! May the Lord bless you!
-Scott Smith Jr., Lingle, Wyoming.

Saturday, September 8, 8:30am, at Crossroads: Each Second
Saturday, we have a small, wonderful group of people who deliver 30-40 bags
of goodies to our shut-ins each month. It only takes scanning the thank you
notes to see how much this means to all of them! We had one member who
demanded to be released from the hospital because Second Saturday would
be there the next day! We also prepare several platters and deliver to local police, sheriff and fire
houses to treat our first responders for their service. It is just as crucial that we have the people
behind the scenes who prepare fresh cookies and provide bananas, oranges and snacks for the
bags. We thank all of you who participate in this outreach in one way or another!
4

Births

We express our sincere
sympathy to the families of those
who have lost loved ones:

Charlie Dean Miller
Born on August 10, 2018

Lee Talbot
Ray Trax
Agnes Conrad

Charlie is the son of
Shawn & Rachel Miller

Holy Baptism
Interested in Baptism?

July 31, 2018
Abigail Mae Andersen
Lauren Anna Andersen

If you are, please contact
Sandy Roberts at the church
office, (740) 653-3330 or
sandyroberts@lancasterfumc.org

Daughters of
Jonathan & Jessica Andersen

Men’s Group/Bible Study:
Begins on Tuesday, September 18, 7:30pm - 9:00pmin the Conference Room at Crossroads.
The group will focus on fellowship and taking individuals into a deeper relationship with God for
himself and his family as we explore various topics. All men are welcome and ENCOURAGED to
participate. Please see sign-up sheet in the Parlor. For questions, contact Dan Kemp at
740-653-3330 or dankemp@lancasterfumc.org

College Caring Ministry Do you have a child currently in college? We want to know! We have
a College Caring Ministry for our youth in college. We will be assembling care packages to send to
them. Simply supply us with your child’s name and mailing address. Drop the form below in the
offering plate or at the receptionist’s desk in the Parlor.
Want to donate items to send to our college youth? Below is a list of items we are intending to
send them. Shop away (or just donate cash). Drop off items in the parlor. We will collect items in the
parlor beginning in September, thru October 8th. Thank you!!!







Small packs of crackers
Granola bars
Dehydrated fruit
Candy/Gum/Mints
Microwave Popcorn
Shampoo/Hand Sanitizer








Bottled water flavoring packs
Pens
Colored notecards
Post-Its
Ramen Noodles
Microwavable Mac & Cheese








Travel size deodorant
Travel size soap
Q-Tips/tissues/chapstick
Letters of Encouragement
Money for postage
Laundry Quarters

College Caring Ministry
Student’s name: ________________________ College/University: _________________________
Mailing Address:
______________________________________________________________________________
Student’s Email address: __________________________________________________________
return to Joseph Palmer
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Thank you to all who came to our 1st Emergency Response Training this past Saturday. We are
hard at work here at First United Methodist Church making sure we have policy & procedures in
place to assure safety within. There will be more trainings coming soon. However we need your
help if you receive the invite letter for this training please make it a priority to attend. The more we
are trained the better we will be as a whole.
Memorial Gifts Our congregation regularly receives memorial gifts, lovingly given by family and
friends, who have lost loved ones to death. For information about contributing to our Memorial Fund,
please contact our church business office at 653-3330. Gifts received since our last edition of the
Circuit Rider:
Memorial gifts given in memory
of Susie Bingham:
Judy Hug
Lindy & Sue Jackson
Nick & Dorothy Nicholson
Paul & Beverly Froman
Frank & Susan Dietz
Lois Doxey
David, Jean & Sarah Comer
Jerry Comer & David Lehnus
Joanie, Todd & Chad Young
Nancy Ardrey
Staff at First United Methodist Church
Carl & Becky Wilmot
Marty Cutright
Charles & Barbara Westfall
Marie Stapp
Wes & Laura Osborn
Bette Mauller
Clarice Foglesong
Mary Widener
Cynthia Hurley
Bob Buchanan
Scott & Linda Mitchell
John & Susie Freeland
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Butler
American Structurepoint
Ann Essman
Mike & Linda Ketcham
Jon & Barbara Lane
Mike & Janice Young
Steve & Rita Hummel
Tom & Chris Moe

Memorial gifts given in memory of Joe Doxey:
Paul & Beverly Froman
Memorial gifts given in memory of
Dwight Lee Talbott:
Harold & Nellie White
Russ & Sarah Cline
Jim & Donna Waugh
Clarice Foglesong
Ernest & Doris Morris
Ronald Bell
Del & Jane Bontrager
Don & Loretta Dozer
Villas at Sherman Bluff Condo Association
The Muncie Family
Luann Minish
Memorial gifts given in memory of Ray Trax:
Mark & Rita Wilson
Jeannine Cunningham
Alice Morse
Jerry & Becky Stabelton
Carola Neeley
Katie Neavin
Paul & Patsy Given
Katherine Johnston
Don & Barbara Olds
Memorial gifts given in the memory of Neil Reed:
Carola Neeley
Ronald Bell
Del & Jane Bontrager
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SEPTEMBER DINNER MENUS:

Wednesday Night Dinners
We welcome and
encourage everyone to
come and enjoy a
“home-cooked” meal at
our Wednesday Night
Fellowship Dinners.
Reservations can be
made by contacting
the church receptionist at 740-653-3330
before 3:00 on MONDAY AFTERNOON. If
you have any questions or concerns, please
feel free to contact Dan Kemp at
dankemp@lancasterfumc.org or
740-653-3330 We thank you for your
continued support.


Buffet style



Serving from 5:00 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.



Main Room at Crossroads.



Desired donation:
$9.00 for adults; Kids (10 & under) free
when accompanied by an adult!

Sept. 5

Roast Beef
Mashed Potatoes with Gravy
Seasoned Corn
Cole Slaw

Sept. 12

Swiss Chicken
Rice Pilaf
Buttered Carrots
Broccoli/Cauliflower Salad

Sept. 19

Ham Loaf
Baked Potato
Seasoned Green Beans
Carrot Raisin Salad

Sept. 26

Beef and Noodles
Mashed Potatoes with Gravy
Peas and Carrots
Savory Bean Salad

All meals include a Dessert, a fresh garden
salad, homemade rolls, and beverages

Specials in the Spirit Cafe
September:

Fellowship Dinner Volunteers
Needed! Volunteers are needed on
Wednesday afternoons/evenings for this
wonderful outreach ministry. This is a huge
weekly undertaking and helps to support our
three weekly free lunches. You can serve
individually or bring the whole family. Contact
Dan Kemp at 740-653-3330 for serving
opportunities on a weekly or monthly basis.

Snickers Hot Chocolate
& Pumpkin Spice Frappuccino
Also serving Iced Tea & Iced Coffee!!!
Spirit Café is located in the Parlor & open on
Sunday mornings.

Subs Needed! We are looking for substitute volunteers to assist with preparing, serving, and cleanup for our 3 First Community Kitchen weekly lunches, which are served every Monday, Tuesday, &
Thursday. If you are interested or have questions, contact Dan Kemp at 740-653-3330. Thank you!

2019 Adult Mission Trip: Governors Harbor, Eleuthera, Bahamas
An adult mission trip to Bahamas Methodist Habitat (BMH) is being planned for February 3-9,
2019, to provide helping hands for housing repair, community development and disaster relief.
Volunteers serve in groups on home repair projects in settlements throughout the island. No
special skills are required --- just a willingness to serve others in the name of the Lord. These
projects are supervised by locally hired site leaders who can teach volunteers the basics of
work onsite. Projects may include painting, plumbing, installing doors and windows, roofing and
hanging drywall. For more information please contact Vicki Tauer.
Information regarding BMH can be found at http://www.methodisthabitat.org
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July 2018
Dear Friends of Lithuania.
We know that you have been a supporter of the Methodist Church in Lithuania, either currently or in the
past, since the re-establishment of Methodism in Lithuania in the mid-a990’s. We thank you for your gifts,
your presence in the lives of people in the Methodist churches, and for your ongoing prayers and support. It
has helped immensely to grow and strengthen the Methodist Church in Lithuania and to develop lifelong
friendships and partnerships between Lithuania and the United States.
You are invited! We are excited to announce a “Friends of Lithuania” Gathering in Royal Oak Michigan in
November 2018. Joining together with the pastoral leadership from the Lithuania United Methodist Church,
this gathering will be an opportunity to strengthen relationships and renew partnership as well as an
opportunity for new churches or individuals to learn more about the opportunity to be “In Mission Together”
with the Lithuania United Methodist Church.
Save The Dates!
Dates:
Friday, November 2, and Saturday, November 3
Sunday, November 4: Worship Services at Royal Oak
Location:
Royal Oak First United Methodist Church
329 W. 7th Street
Royal Oak, MI 48067
More information is listed below and registration will be coming in the near future, but if you have any
questions at this time, please feel free to contact either of us. We are happy to talk with you or members of
your church as you prayerfully consider this wonderful opportunity.
Blessings and Peace,

Jeanie

Remigijus

Jeanie Kurka Reimer
In Mission Together Lithuania/Latvia Partnership Coordinator
Global Ministries\The United Methodist Church
Email: imtlithuania@gmail.com
Cell: 920-851-5485

Rev. Remigijus Matulaitis
District Superintendent, Lithuania District, Estonia
Annual Conference

Roma Hunter has made 150 bears that were brought to Fairfield
Medical Center to be given to children in the ER!
Thank you, Roma!!!
If you are interested in this Ministry, please contact Rev. Cheryl Foulk,
or Shelley Nichols at the church, 740-653-3330.

October 8, 2018,
1:30 – 6:30 pm

Red Cross Blood Drive
At Crossroads, 2095 W. Fair Ave.
Please sign up in the Parlor, call the church at
740-653-3330, or visit www.redcrossblood.org,
to help save a life!
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Family Mission Trip Report
Our 2018 Family Mission Team was in mission at Mission Central in Mechanicsburg,
PA, during the week of June 18. The team members were: Denise Bennett, Tim Binkley,
Sarah Bishop, Elaina Bishop, Scarlett Bishop, Jayden Goodyear, Josephine Goodyear,
Nickolus Goodyear, and Misty Goodyear. A typical day started with breakfast and devotions and a
quick 10 minute trip to the Mission Central warehouse. Mission Central is a 48,000 square foot
warehouse with loading docks, fork lifts, along with a huge freezer and refrigerator. In 2002, the
Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist Church had a plan to build a much smaller
warehouse to support the mission efforts of the United Methodist Church. But God had a different
plan. While driving into the office, Bishop Neal Irons had to take a different route due to a bridge
being out. He drove by the current building which was for lease. When the owners understood the
plan for the building, they agreed to sell the building to the church and tithe 10% back to the church
from the sale. Since 2002, the warehouse has been bringing God’s presence to the world. And in
2017, Mission Central moved almost $8 million dollars worth of resources through their facility. All
this with 5 full time staff and 3 part-time volunteers and a budget of only $550,000. Mission Central
receives no financial support from the Susquehanna Conference nor UMCOR. They are supported
solely by donations from individuals, businesses, and organizations.
Mission Central also provides space that enables other ministries to fulfill their call.
Mission Central is home to the Computer Ministry, New Digs Ministry, and Project C.U.R.E. The
Computer Ministry accepts donated computers and computer accessories, refurbishes these items,
and makes them available to others. Two youth and one adult of our mission team were directly
involved in helping Computer Ministry while working at Mission Central. New Digs Ministry recycles
donated household goods. These items are used to help others rebuild their lives and refurbish
their homes. Mission Central provides valuable space for New Digs to collect and store their
donated items. The mission team helped New Digs by collecting and sorting donated items.
Mission Central is also home of the Shoe Ministry. Through the Shoe ministry, gently used shoes
are collected, sorted and disbursed to individuals all over the world. Some of our time at Mission
Central was spent helping the Shoe Ministry. We also spent a significant amount of time and energy
helping with UMCOR flood buckets. Mission Central is a collection point, and warehouses
thousands of UMCOR flood buckets. During our visit, several trucks arrived with buckets from
Virginia. We helped to unload these trucks. Each bucket that arrives is opened and inspected to
ensure the proper items are enclosed. The buckets are repacked and stored at Mission Central until
needed by UMCOR. Working with flood buckets might have been the most difficult work for our
team. Our team also helped with a request for 300 school kits. This work involved sorting and
packing each kit with the items requested. No job was too small, and our team served with
eagerness and joy in all our assigned tasks.
Plans are being made for another family mission trip in the summer of 2019. Red Bird
Ministries in Kentucky is seriously being considered since we could easily drive there. Also being
discussed is how we can reduce expenses to ease the financial burden on families so all can
participate. If you are interested in a 2019 family mission trip, please contact Tim Binkley at
740.243.1600 or email: tbink1@columbus.rr.com.

We have a new rewards account # with Krogers!
Support our church mission projects by shopping at Kroger! Just register your Kroger card at:
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/
-link your card to our church, our organization number is
NX126 First United Methodist Church-Lancaster.
Kroger will send us a check for a portion of all that is spent with Kroger cards associated with our
church. Check the bottom of your receipt to confirm you are supporting our church. Thank You!
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Please help us update our records for you! In the center of this CIRCUIT RIDER, you will find
a brightly colored paper. Please complete your information so that we have accurate/current
information for you, for our records and for our new pictorial directory. Thank you so much!

Fellowship Hour volunteer hosts
are needed for the upcoming year. We
still have a need for Fellowship hosts.
Please see the schedule on the table in
the Parlor for open dates. Training
available for new volunteers. Whole
families are welcomed & encouraged to
sign up.
Family Special Events Team 2018 schedule
September 8
September 16
October 13
October 21
October 27

8:30am-Noon
9:00 & 10:30
8:30am-Noon
2:00pm - 6:00pm
5:00pm - 8:00pm

Second Saturday Community Outreach-Crossroads
Grandparents’ recognition during church service.
Second Saturday Community Outreach
Annual Pumpkin Carving & Family Movie Party
Halloween Carnival - Crossroads

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE LORD!
Children's Sing & Praise is a singing group for children ages 4 through 6th grade. Our group
enjoys singing & praising God through music, videos & rhythm. We will share some of our songs
for the church several times a year. All children are invited to join us on Sunday mornings starting
September 30 in between services from 10 am to 10:30 am in the Celebration Room, which is off
of the Fellowship Hall. We look forward to seeing you at the end of September!

I Believe in the Church
Join Bishop Gregory V. Palmer for an evening of inspiration, worship, testimony, and sharing.
All West Ohio United Methodists are encouraged to attend. Each event is FREE, however,
PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED for dinner and to receive printed materials. Each person
wanting to attend must complete a registration form. Registration will end 10 business days prior to
the start of the event unless site is full. Dinner will start at 6pm, and programming will begin at
6:45pm and end at 8:30pm.










Events:
September 11 at Indian Run UMC in Dublin
September 12 at Peace UMC in Pickerington
September 25 at Milford First UMC in Milford
September 26 at Broad Street UMC in Columbus (downtown)
October 3 at Coburn UMC in Zanesville
October 8 at Kenton First UMC in Kenton
October 10 at Bowling Green First UMC in Bowling Green
October 16 at Sulphur Grove UMC in Dayton
October 17 at Trinity UMC in Chillicothe

Please visit https://www.westohioumc.org/IBELIEVE for more information and to register.
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Financial Snapshot
July
Beginning operating fund balance
add income
less expenses
Ending operating fund balance

*91,026.74
- 93,849.31

2018
$ 148,756.70
546,560.25
- 636,737.81
$ 58,579.14

*July’s income includes $20,000 surplus from 2017 budgeted to assist us
in some staff transitions and improve our marketing. Over the summer, the
marketing team has been working on a new logo and preparations for a
new website. Stay tuned for new looks later this year!
Have you considered giving electronically with a regular bank transfer? This type of giving helps the
church have steadier income streams for ministry. Forms are available in the parlor and on the
church’s website. If you have questions, please contact the Business Office.
We continue to have the Building Fund available for future building campaigns and for major capital
repairs. Gifts to this fund can be made anytime and will allow the Trustees and Finance Committee
to plan for larger repairs or improvements to our facilities. The Trustees are currently evaluating
repairs to Crossroads parking lot and developing a plan for major mechanical repairs at the church
along with the church doors and organ. The balance in this fund as of July 31 is $35,622.04.
The Permanent Endowment contains funds from legacy gifts invested for ongoing support of the
ministry of First United Methodist Church.
July
2018
Beginning Permanent Endowment $2,628,771.92 $2,665,529.52
Ending fund balance
$2,686,560.92 $2,686,560.92
Legacy gifts in the endowment have helped the Trustees contract an architect and engineers to
evaluate and develop plans to make repairs to the church. Because funds were available in the
endowment, your offerings could be used directly for ministry and daily operations. Please contact
the Business Office if you would like additional information on the Permanent Endowment or to find
out how to make gifts through your will or other financial instruments for charitable contributions to
the Permanent Endowment.

We’ve got a new van! Thanks to an estate gift and
undesignated memorial gifts, our Trustees were able to
purchase for cash a 2017 Ford Transit. God's timing was
definitely at work. It was a good buy and exactly what we
need for our mission trips and long Creative Ministry Trips.
Creative Ministries took the old van to Indianapolis this
summer, and we couldn't get it home until repaired. How
grateful we are for God's good graces and your faithful gifts in
memory of members of our church family!
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The Finance &
Permanent
Endowment
Committees
are starting a series of seminars
on financial and legal issues.
NOVEMBER 3
is for senior citizens and their
children navigating estate
planning, insurance issues and
medical & home care planning,
etc. More details to come!

Weekly
Schedule
Starting September 9th
Sunday 9:00 am Service
6th & 7th Grade class in Room 26
8th Grade Confirmation in Spirit Hall
9th– 12th Grade Class @ Rising House
Sunday Evening Youth Groups (Crossroads)
5pm–7pm Junior High 1st & 3rd Sundays of
the month
5pm–7pm Senior High 2nd & 4th Sundays of
the month
5th Sundays will be combined.
Wednesday Evening
All Youth - Midweek Giveback 5:30-7pm

8th Grade Confirmation
Current 8th Graders will meet during the
1st service on Sunday mornings for
Confirmation class,
starting Sept. 9th in Spirit Hall.
To sign up, fill out the form in the parlor.
Joseph Palmer, Youth Director
740-652-5015

Senior High Life Groups
Life Groups are small groups that provide a
safe space for teenagers to engage others in
conversation, grow in their faith journey, and
prepare to be disciples of Jesus Christ in our
world. They will meet on the 2nd & 4th Sunday
evenings at Crossroads, 5-7pm

Junior High Youth Group
On 1st & 3rd Sundays evenings at Crossroads
students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades will meet to
have some fellowship and fun, 5:00-7:00 pm

Midweek Giveback
On Wednesdays, starting September 7th, youth
from 6th to 12th grade will give back to our
church during the Fellowship dinners at
Crossroads. Dinner will be provided each week
for the youth.

Stay Up-to-Date with Our
Texting Program
Remind is a platform for social networks that is
accessible via iPhone, Android, and SMS text.
To sign up, text the message @9f6633 to the
number 81010. Then respond to the message
you receive with your first and last name.

Opportunities to Serve on Sunday Mornings
The Lord calls us to serve one another, and we would like to invite you to be part of our many
Sunday morning serving ministries. For the upcoming year, we have opportunities for:
 Fellowship Hour Hosts, Transportation Drivers, Welcome Desk Hosts, Greeters at entrances,
Sunday School Teachers and Assistants, and Nursery Helpers.
You can serve individually, or bring the whole family. See the schedules located at the Welcome
Desk. We are planning through next July. You can serve as often as your schedule allows. For any
questions, contact Dan Kemp @ 740-653-3330.
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Thank you
Dear Rev. Dr. Brian Jones, Rev. Cheryl Foulk, & the congregation: Thank you very much for
taking time to visit me while I was in the hospital, and for all of your prayers. It has been a rough ride, but I
know God and Jesus were looking down and my faith kept me going. Thank you & God Bless!
Andy Will
Dear FUMC: I just want to thank the residents of Fairfield County who have shown me such kindness,
compassion, and love since I have arrived back in 1988. My sincerity & love is heartfelt. I hope the rest of my
stay remains as memorable.
Sincerely, Tamara York
Dear Rose Ministry: We would like to thank you for the beautiful rose and all of those involved in making and
serving the delicious meal provided after the service. We are thankful our Dad was part of such a special
church family. God Bless You!
The Family of Lee Talbott
Dear FUMC: Thank you for helping! Our recent hospital trip was made easier because of you. You made a
difference!
Jerri Aneshansley and Harlow Aneshansley
Dear Second Saturday: Thank you twice more for the very nice snack bags! They always seems to hit the
spot. Happy to report that I’m back on my feet and getting around well. As I told Libby, the knee blanket was a
nice surprise and so usable these changeable days! Again, many thanks for your kindness.
Vivian Hughes
Dear Second Saturday Friends: Thank you for coming to see me. I appreciate the bag of good things to eat.
The prayer was special, too. God Bless.
Sherry Lacey
Dear Rose Ministry: We shall always remember with deep gratitude your comforting expression of sympathy
for Neil. Thank you for the beautiful rose.
The Family of Neil Reed
Scholarship Thank You’s
Dear First United Methodist Church Family: Thank you so much for the scholarship, it’ll be super helpful in paying for
my college tuition! This scholarship means so much to me! Even though I am unable to make it to church every Sunday
due to Swim, this church has been a big part of my life! It has acted as a backbone for everything I have done! While I
am away at school, I plan to join a United Methodist Church near me until I come back to Lancaster!
Thank you & God Bless!
Olivia Schmelzer
Dear Higher Education Outreach & Scholarship Committee: Thank you for the Scholarship money. It will help me
further my education at Miami University this Fall. Thank you for your part in my journey,
Alexia Wing
Dear FUMC: Thank you so much for this generous scholarship. It will help me finish my last year of college! Thank you
for all the support throughout the years! Thanks again! McKenzie Huff
Dear Scholarship Committee & Church Family: Thank you so much for awarding me the Earl F. Dunbar Memorial
general scholarship. This award will help me with my expenses as I begin my college journey at Ohio UniversityLancaster. I appreciate my church family.
Many Thanks, Emily Baird
Dear Scholarship Committee & Church Family: Thank you so much for awarding me the Earl F. Dunbar Memorial &
General Scholarships. This award will help me with my expenses as I continue in my college journey at Ohio University. I
also appreciate my church family.
Many Thanks, Erica Baird
Dear FUMC Scholarship Committee: Thank you so much for the opportunity to receive a church scholarship! In
pursuing whatever major I end up with, any and all help will be appreciated! It brings me great joy to know how many
ways my church is willing to support me, even financially. Thank you again for all of the amazing work you do. I’ll see you
all at church!
Harrison Poor
Dear FUMC Family: Thank you so so so much for everything you’ve done for me. In these past few years, I’ve been
pretty involved with church activities, and I’ve met some of the best people. FUMC will always stick with me, even as I go
on to college. The church scholarship is already a tremendous help, and I’m very thankful for it.
Thanks & Love, Megan Schenck
Dear Higher Education & Scholarship Committee: I wanted to take the time to thank you for graciously awarding me
the Katherine Moore Scholarship. This scholarship will help me complete my education this academic year in the
Culinary Arts at Hocking College. It means so much to me knowing that I have the support of my church family.
Sincerely, Leah Palmer
13

Rising House Survey Results:
Many months ago, a group was formed to look at the future of Rising House. This rose out of my
own personal desire to make sure we are being good stewards of both our assets and the voluntary
financial offerings the congregation gives to the church. There was no pressing need other than we
have noticed over the years a decrease in the use of Rising House, yet an increasing need to
maintain and repair the building. My thought has always been that it’s better to look at what might
need to be done before there was an emergency so we can prayerfully be prepared. Truthfully, we
may be years away from making any decisions. It’s best to think about them now.
Our group, made up of a cross section of the congregation, including representatives from Trustees
and Finance, had absolutely no power or authority to make decisions. The group was charged with
gathering information that the Trustees could use should they need to make a decision somewhere
down the road. I also hoped those conversations might spark some interest over new ministries .
Remember in our denomination, we hold our property in trust, meaning that the denomination,
specifically our West Ohio Conference, owns our property. Should the Trustees decide to do a major
costly renovation to any of our buildings, or sell them, they must get the OK from the Conference.
Whatever proceeds that would come from the sale of a building would not go to our operational
expenses but would be under the care of the Trustees for maintenance and repair. This is by church
law.
A part of our work was to listen to the congregation. We held several listening sessions, handed out
surveys on Sunday morning, sent them in the Circuit Rider, and then sent more by mail to those we
felt had a vested interest in the church. We tried to make sure anyone who wanted to had ample
opportunity to discuss and give their opinions. I wanted to share the gist of what was discussed and
what the survey/listening sessions revealed. All of this went to the Trustees, as well.
Of the 60 or so surveys that were returned, it was a fairly even split. Just slightly more than 1/3
were for keeping Rising House, 1/3 were in favor of selling it, and 1/3 expressed support for
whatever is best for the church.
Some new ideas came forth about ministries that could be done at Rising House, including small
groups that would work in a “home setting” to older adult day care and other ministries. Some
expressed interest in using Rising House as a temporary home for a family in case of an emergency
(fire, etc.); this would be better than having a family uprooted to a shelter.
If we do not use it for unique ministry, many asked about the possibility of exploring partnerships
with nonprofits who might be able to use it for office space or to help the community. This would
allow us to be in ministry to our community and cut down on our overall maintenance costs.
Should the Trustees decide to keep Rising House, many asked about the possibility of creating an
endowment to take care of operational and maintenance needs so the budget of the overall church
need not be strained.
One area everyone seemed to agree on was the absolute necessity of keeping the use of the
parking lot at the Rising House. It’s used every Sunday, and no one could see any benefit to
reducing our available parking.
There are obvious repair and renovation needs at Rising House that the Trustees will address at
some point, no matter what the future of Rising House may be. It was suggested that the Trustees
may wish to invest in having an architectural survey done at Rising House, as was done at the
church, so the Trustees will know better what the needs of the building may be.
Again, it’s important to know this was all an informational process designed to help the Trustees as
we continue to care for our church and ministries. We want to thank those who came to our
informational meetings and their faithfulness to our church. Should any decisions be made about the
Rising House in the future, the Trustees will do their best to keep the church informed.
In Christ,
Rev. Dr. Brian Jones <><
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UMW NEWS

A few pictures from the Women’s Picnic in July.
Thank you to all who attended!

Upcoming Events: October - Local Community Action Drive, Capital Area South
Annual Celebration (13th) at Parkview UMC, 344 Algonquin Ave., Columbus, OH;
West Ohio Conference Annual Celebration (20th) at Crossroads Ministry Center

Natalie Hill stopped in for a visit last month!

Do you have trouble hearing
in worship? We have personal
sound amplifiers in the sanctuary for
use by individuals needing help
hearing the service. Please bring
your own earbuds/earphones, and
just let an usher know that you’d like
to use an amplifier for the service.

Crossroads has a Recycling
Collection Trailer! It is parked on the east
side of the building in the gravel, provided and
serviced by Community Action. Here, you can
recycle newspapers, plastics (#1 & #2 stamped
on container), glass, aluminum & steel cans, and
cardboard. Thank you for your support and caring about
our earth! Recyclables can be placed in any bin. Please
Note: Pizza boxes are not recyclable.
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UPCOMING DATES:
August 26: Family Picnic & Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon
September 1: Men’s Breakfast: IHOP
September 2: Labor Day Worship! Wear your work attire!
September 5: Fellowship Dinners Resume
September 8: Second Saturday Outreach
September 9: Grandparents Day! Fall Programming Begins
September 10 & 11: United Way Breakfast & Day of Caring
September 17-22: Lifetouch Appointments!
September 18: Men’s Bible Study begins-7:30pm Crossroads
September 22: Women’s Fall Retreat
September 28 & 29: Creative Ministries Conference-Crossrds
Oct. 7, 14, 21: Fall New Member Class
October 14: Pastor Appreciation Day

It’s easier than ever before to find out, and see, all the great things
happening at Lancaster First. In addition to our Facebook page, we
have a twitter account as well as an Instagram account. Not only will
you be kept up-to-date with our ministries, but we’ll include devotions,
thoughts for the day, pictures, music, and a few surprises along the
way. Follow us at: Facebook: Lancaster First United Methodist Church
Twitter: church@lanfumc; Instagram: Lanfumc
Articles for the October issue of the Circuit Rider
are due by September 15 to Lisa Schenck at
lisaschenck@lancasterfumc.org
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The Circuit Rider
is the monthly newsletter of
First United Methodist Church
163 E. Wheeling St.
Lancaster, OH 43130
Sunday:
9:00 am – Worship Celebration
10:30 am – Praise Worship
Wednesday:
6:00 pm – The Gathering (at Crossroads)
Crossroads Family Ministry Center
2095 W. Fair Ave.
Lancaster, OH 43130
We welcome you to worship with us
and to experience the joy of having
fellowship with other people who
believe in the love of God and the
teachings of Christ.
Senior Pastor – Rev. Dr. Brian Jones
Associate Pastor – Rev. Cheryl Foulk
Telephone – 740-653-3330
Email – church@lancasterfumc.org
Website – www.lancasterfumc.org
www.crossroadsevents.com

