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December 2018/January 2019
GET YOUR CHRISTMAS COOKIES!
UMW Cookie Walk
December 1
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 Noon, or sell-out
Bakers, bring in your cookies and candy to the church on
November 30, 9am-4pm
 Need helpers on November 30 & December 1
 Please call Shelia Brown if you’d like to bake and/or help,
or sign-up in the Parlor.




On December 16, there
will be a reception to celebrate
the retirements of
Pastor Cheryl Foulk and
Sandy Roberts.
 It will be held at
Crossroads Ministry Center
 from 2:00pm - 4:00pm.
 There will be a basket for
each if you would like to
bring a card or a gift
for them.

“Neither do people pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins
will burst; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they
pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved." (Matthew 9:17)
It’s hard to believe, as you read this, we will all be in full Christmas
preparation mode. And right after that, we will usher in a new year. I don’t
know about you, but I just got adjusted to it being 2018. It’s hard to believe
an entire year is almost gone.
I’ve always loved how we celebrate the birth of Jesus and a New Year
back to back, a week apart. The Incarnation was in many ways a
celebration of a new life. Once Jesus, The Son of God, announced His
entrance into the human condition with a tiny cry, everything was different, and everything would be
new. The longing for intimacy with God would end. The pain and the burden of sin, would vanish.
Death and hopelessness would cease. All things in Christ would be made new.
And that all sounds wonderful until we understand that new means different. In order to truly
experience the newness of God and the infilling of His spirit, we must accept that life will be
different. It can’t be as it was. And different isn’t always easy.
That’s what Jesus speaks about new wineskins in the verse above. It’s Jesus' way of saying you
can’t try to form and fit the Holy Spirit into your old way of living. If the Holy Spirit comes, everything
is going to be different. New, and Good. But different.
The danger for the church is we love new as long as it’s not different. Many churches could place
over their entrance “We’ve never done it that way before, and that’s just how we like it.” And
understand, it doesn’t make them bad people, or even bad Christians. It’s just that change and
newness can be different. And different is hard.
But it can be so good. As we celebrate the Birth of Jesus and ring in together the New Year, we
have no idea what the New Year brings for us personally, as a church, or even as a denomination.
We don’t know what this year will be like. But we do know it will be new. We’ll welcome our New
Associate Minister, the Rev. Alice Wolfe. We’ll enter into a new campaign to raise funds for several
needed maintenance issues at the church. We’ll be launching new ministries as we continue to be
faithful to Jesus’s command that we go and make disciples. This is going to be a new year.
So let me say this as we come to this New Year. New is different. Things won’t be like they were.
And that’s Ok. Our call is not to maintain what always was, but to be faithful and prepare ourselves
so that the new wine of the Holy Spirit can be poured into us, and through us to the world. So let us
go together into the New Year. Let us celebrate the birth and wonder of Jesus and be ready for His
spirit to be poured out.
In Christ,
Rev. Dr. Brian Jones <><

“Rhapsody in Bluegrass”
with Our Chancel Choir
Our Chancel Choir will present a fun cantata on Thursday,
December 20th, at 7:00 p.m. in our sanctuary. Joined by
bluegrass instrumentalists and soloists, the Chancel Choir
will sing Joseph M. Martin’s new work, “Rhapsody in
Bluegrass (A Christmas Jubilee)”. This joyful music
incorporates American folk songs, spirituals, bluegrassstyled carols, and original gospel songs, all sharing the
good news about the light of Christmas. Please make
plans to be there, bring friends, and enjoy this unique
rendering of the Christmas story. Admission is free!
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Christmas Ushers
Please consider being a part of one of our usher teams at one or more of our Christmas Eve and
Christmas Eve-Eve services this year. December 23rd is at 7:30pm, and December 24th offers
5:30, 8:00, and 11:00pm. The service of our usher teams helps to provide a comfortable and
welcoming environment as we share the light of Christ with all who come to worship the light of
Christ during this wonderful season.
The job involves arriving 45 minutes early for the service, greeting worshipers with a smile, handing
out bulletins, collecting offering, distributing candles, and staying for a few minutes after the service
to help straighten up for the next group. That’s all there is to it. It’s simple and easy, but it’s so
important!
Benefits include no traffic hassles because of your early arrival, easy parking, and helping your
church family during important and meaningful times of worship.
Contact Clarence McCoy as soon as you can at clarencemccoy@lancasterfumc.org or
740-653-3330 (ext. 1003), and let him know which worship time or times you would like to serve in
this way.

Christmas Candlelight Worship at First UMC
We will again celebrate the gift of the Christ child this year through our times of candlelight worship,
as has been our longtime tradition. On Dec. 24th, Christmas Eve will offer worship times of 5:30,
8:00, and 11:00 p.m. Our newer tradition of offering a Christmas Eve-Eve worship time at 7:30 p.m.
on Dec. 23rd will also happen again this year.
These options allow you to choose the day and time that work best for you and your family as we
come together to celebrate the reason for the season! These options also provide flexibility for all of
those that you can invite to be a part of our celebration. Please share the information about our
services wherever you can. People need to experience the joy of Christ during this holiday season!
All four candlelight services on both nights are almost identical to one another. On Christmas Eve,
the praise band leads music at 5:30. The Chancel Choir sings at the Eve-Eve service and 8:00 on
Christmas Eve. All of the services sing the same wonderful Christmas carols, and all feature the
candlelight singing of “Silent Night” (which marks its 200th year this year!) that makes this time of
worship so special. Choose a day and time, bring your family and friends, and experience the light of
the Christ child as we worship together!

Candlelight Tour Information
“Proclaim His Birth” is the theme of this year’s 40th Candlelight Tour, which will happen on Saturday,
Dec. 8th at 6:00 p.m.
Our organist Michael Snyder will provide celebrative music of the season for all as they arrive. Our
Chancel Choir will provide selections from the cantata “Rhapsody in Bluegrass” as our portion of the
program.

Candlelight Tour Ushers
Please consider providing hospitality for our guests during the Candlelight Tour by being part of our
usher team for the evening on Dec. 9th. Provide a smile and a welcoming handshake, distribute our
bulletins, help people find seats or facilities, and just represent First UMC with our usual high level of
friendliness. You will arrive before 5:30 p.m. and be finished around 6:30 p.m. Contact Clarence
McCoy to be a part of this valuable service.
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Jazzy New Year’s Eve!
Try this enjoyable special new event at 1st UMC! On New Year’s
Eve, we will offer an early evening time of jazz music and
communion worship. We are pleased to welcome the Nostalgics big
band, who will kick things off with a time of fun jazz music at 5:30
p.m., and then they’ll stick around to provide music throughout our
communion worship that will begin at 6:00. We’ll conclude before
7:00 so you can head off to any other New Year’s plans you might
have. (We’ll need some ushers and greeters to make the evening
happen. Let Clarence McCoy know if you’re willing to help.)
Bring your family and friends as we mark this changing of the
calendar, remind ourselves of our connection to God as we start
a new year, and just have some fun together!

All I Want for Christmas: Opening the Gifts of God's Grace
by James Moore
What’s on your Christmas list this year? How about the greatest gift of all…
God’s gift to us of a Savior? Sometimes we focus so much on the gifts we
want to give and to receive that we forget about the special gifts of Christmas.
We need God’s grace to see these gifts, to hear them, wrap our arms around
them, and celebrate them. This five-week Advent study helps us think about
what we really want for Christmas by reminding us of the amazing, lifechanging gifts Christmas has in store for us.
Advent study begins Sunday, December 2, in Room 22 (upstairs) at 10:15.
Sessions taught by Pastor Cheryl and John Polinski.
Class will meet Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30. Please contact Pastor Cheryl if you have any questions.
The Angel Tree will be up by Nov. 18 in
the Parlor, and tags are available. If you
are interested in helping to provide
Christmas gifts to those in need, please
select an angel and follow the directions posted near
the tree. The gifts need to be returned to the Parlor
by Noon on Friday, December 7th. The gifts will be
wrapped & delivered on Second Saturday, December
8th. Thank you all so much for your generosity with
this project. It is always heartwarming to see how our
congregation reaches out to help others in need.

Saturday, December 8, 8:30am, at Crossroads:
Second Saturday is coming to the end of another year serving our community
on behalf of Lancaster First United Methodist Church! We thank everyone for
their support of the mission. We do invite new volunteers from young to old to
consider this mission for your service! Even if you only have an hour to spare, we can find a way for
you to help! We start at 8:30 am and finish before noon at Crossroads on W Fair Ave. December
will focus on Angel Tree recipients! We will need wrappers for that event! Thank you FUMC!
4

Advent: A Calendar of Devotions 2018
The season of Advent provides us with a time for renewal of our hearts. Unfortunately, we can get so caught up in the full schedule and busy pace of the season that we
become exhausted, and not feel spiritually refreshed.
This devotional booklet aims to help us take time to focus on things that truly matter.
In pausing everyday to read a devotion that includes Scripture, and prayer, we can
find renewal for Christmas and for the new year of 2019. The daily devotions begin
with Sunday December 2 and go through Christmas Day.
The booklets will be available in the parlor beginning on Sunday November 25.
Please pick up a copy for your family and share the devotions together each day!
Communion in the Chapel on Christmas Eve
Come early to one of our Christmas Eve services and receive communion in the Chapel.
On Sunday, December 23, communion will be available in the Chapel from 6:30- 7:15 pm. before
our 7:30 Eve- Eve service.
On Monday, December 24, communion will be available from 4:30-5:15 pm before the 5:30 service,
from 7:00-7:45pm, before the 8:00 service, and from 10:00-10:45pm- prior to the 11:00pm service.
You are invited to spend time in quiet at the Lord's table .
Joy of Christmas Caroling: The Family Special Events Team would like to invite everyone to join
in sharing your time and talents by caroling with us to our homebound members on Saturday,
December 8. We will meet at Noon at Crossroads with lunch being provided. After lunch, we will
split into groups and head out to sing from 12:30-2:30pm.
If you know of someone that would like to have us visit, please call the church and leave the
information with the receptionist. 740-653-3330
If you are going to carol, please sign up at the information table in the parlor by Sunday, Dec. 2nd.

Christmas Sweater Fun - December 30
In the joy of the season, you are invited to wear your Christmas sweater on the Sunday after
Christmas. Have fun and continue the Christmas celebration!
The youth will be leading us in worship that Sunday.
Nursery Helpers Needed for Christmas Eve-Eve 7:30 p.m., and Christmas Eve Services, at
5:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Can you help? Please contact Lisa Schenck at (740) 653-3330.
____ 7:30 p.m. Christmas Eve-Eve Yes, I/we can help! Name & Phone #:
____ 5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Yes, I/We can help! Name & Phone #:
____ 8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Yes, I/We can help! Name & Phone #:
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Creative Ministry News:
Thank you to the volunteers who helped make our Creative Outreach events a success. We had
about 507 people attend the Halloween Carnival and many of them were first time guests from
the community!
 We shared in the Holiday Parade downtown with our “Homespun Holiday” entry. On Halloween, I
was in Target and a woman approached me
and said that we always have the nicest entry
in the parade. It is nice to know that people are
taking notice in the quality of what we present.
 The Nativity Festival will kick off the Advent
season with hundreds of nativities on display.
 Cookie Donations needed for the Nativity
Festival! Thank you!


The Nativity team set up the walk-through
nativity display where people can experience
Christmas all month. There are invite cards
available at Crossroads and in the church
parlor. Use these to invite friends to see the
nativity this year.




Virtuous Reality presents their
Blacklight Christmas Show on
Sunday, December 9th and will
perform a blacklight show for
Homestead Nursing Center on
January 22.

If you have never attended our creative
events please do so this season! Hours
and hours go into making these experiences happen. They are all free or inexpensive. I am always
surprised when I hear of members of our church who have never seen our ministries. Come and see
what our church has to offer to you and the community!
We have had people ask if our events are “hired professionals” or traveling exhibits that we hire in!
The answer is, “No. We just do the best we can with our talent and resources.”
The Creative Ministry team wishes you a Merry Christmas and a wonderful new year!
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Interested in Baptism?

We express our sincere
sympathy to the families of those
who have lost loved ones:

If you are, please contact
Sandy Roberts at the church
office, (740) 653-3330 or
sandyroberts@lancasterfumc.org

Earline Hoy

Men’s Group/Bible Study:

January 28, 2019
1:30 – 6:30 pm

Red Cross Blood Drive
At Crossroads, 2095 W. Fair Ave.
Please sign up in the Parlor, call the
church at 740-653-3330, or visit
www.redcrossblood.org, to help save a life!

Tuesdays, 7:00pm - 8:30pm in the
Conference Room at Crossroads.
The group will focus on fellowship and
taking individuals into a deeper relationship
with God for himself and his family as we
explore various topics. All men are
welcome and ENCOURAGED to
participate. Please see sign-up sheet in
the Parlor.
For questions, please call the church.

Welcome New Members! Liz Martens, & Andrew and Morgan Twehues
Memorial Gifts Our congregation regularly receives memorial gifts, lovingly given by family and
friends, who have lost loved ones to death. For information about contributing to our Memorial Fund,
please contact our church business office at 653-3330.
Gifts received since our last edition of the Circuit Rider:
In memory of Kenneth Hoch
Judy Hug
Lindy & Sue Jackson
Lois Doxey
David, Jean, & Sarah Comer
Jerry Comer & David Lehnus
Wes & Laura Osborn
Libby Hensley
Alice Morse
Mark & Rita Wilson
Marty Cutright
Steve & Vanessa Poling
Paul & Beverly Froman
Tim & Jill Warner
Parry & Judy Norris
Jim & Peg Parker
Marie Stapp
Aspire CPAs
Steve & Ruthie Williams

Pastor’s Bible Study Every Wednesday in the Conference Room at Our
Crossroads Facility: 4-5pm
The Gathering meets on Wednesdays at 6pm in the Prayer Room at Crossroads.
7

Meet Alice Wolfe, our new Associate Pastor!
Rev. Dr. Alice Wolfe was born and raised on a farm east of Baltimore,
Ohio, and grew up actively participating in the Thurston United
Methodist Church (UMC), 4-H, FFA, chorus, and science fairs. After
graduating from Liberty Union High School, she attended and graduated
from The Ohio State University with a B.S. and M.S. in Agronomy. She
worked as a soil conservationist for the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation
Service for thirteen months before attending Asbury Theological
Seminary. Upon graduating from Asbury with her Masters of Divinity,
Alice was ordained (as a deacon in 1997 and an elder in 1999) in the
West Ohio Conference of the UMC, and served as pastor of Mt. Orab
UMC, (associate pastor of) Armstrong Chapel UMC (Cincinnati), Anna
UMC, and most recently of Christ UMC in Baltimore. Alice received her
Doctor of Ministry Degree from Asbury Theological Seminary in 2012
and has served as a delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conferences.
Alice is the proud mother of two daughters, Becka (6) and Sarah (4), whom she adopted from
infancy. When she’s not busy pastoring or mothering, she enjoys hiking, being outdoors, playing the
piano, watching the OSU Buckeyes, and spending time with family and friends.
One of Alice’s favorite verses is Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.”

On November 27, 2018, United Methodists will come together to support the work of Advance
projects and missionaries on #GivingTuesday. This day of generosity is an opportunity for local
churches and annual conferences to combine Advent and Christmas seasonal giving with global
mission and outreach opportunities. The denominational theme for the campaign this year is
#GiveUMC.
In 2017, more than $300 million was raised in 150 countries on #GivingTuesday! More than
$677,000 was given to Advance projects and missionaries around the world. The effort also provides
United Methodists, and others, a way to build missional relationships through a channel they know
and trust. With more than 600 projects and 300 missionaries to support, there is a mission focus to
fit the interest and passion of anyone. The Advance continues to allocate 100% of all giving to the
designated project or missionary.
To give go to: https://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects
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Dan Kemp became our Director of Discipleship and Outreach in 2014.
His involvement in the Lancaster community has been an asset to
our ministries.
He was instrumental in developing an ecumenical Vacation Bible
School, beginning a Tuesday night Men's Bible study, and monthly
Friday night events for families. He has overseen our Sunday School
activities, First Community Kitchen, Fellowship Dinners, and local
mission projects. He has been a loyal supporter of Second Saturday.
Dan has a way of making people feel at home. He has been a good
ambassador for our church family and always willing to help someone in
need. He has shared his singing on many occasions to bring joy and
comfort.
For some years, Dan has had a dream of being part of the law
enforcement community. In September he accepted a deputy position
with the Fairfield County Sheriff's department. Presently, his work is in the county jail. His witness
will continue there among staff and those incarcerated.
Our grateful thanks to Dan for his commitment to our church, and for his faith that he shared through
actions. His emails always included this quote which exemplifies his understanding of the Christian
life: “Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words if necessary" -Saint Francis of Assisi
We pray for God's blessing upon Dan as he uses his gifts in a new venue!

We have a new rewards account # with Krogers!
Support our church mission projects by shopping at Kroger! Just register your Kroger card at:
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/
-link your card to our church, our organization number is
NX126 First United Methodist Church-Lancaster.
Kroger will send us a check for a portion of all that is spent with Kroger cards associated with our
church. Check the bottom of your receipt to confirm you are supporting our church. Thank You!
This generates some nice income for the church, which goes to support global missions!
Discipleship & Outreach Director Needed
We have an opening for this full-time, salaried position requiring flexible hours. Please see the
summary of duties at the Information Desk in the church parlor, on the bulletin board at Crossroads,
or on our website. More information is available by contacting Deb Silvia, Business Administrator.
Applications are being accepted until the position is filled. Please include three professional/
personal references. Mail to the attention of Deb Silvia at the church's address or email to
debsilvia@lancasterfumc.org

When You Go into the Hospital
If you are going to be in Fairfield Medical Center or in another hospital, and would like a visit from
the Hospital Visitation Team, please call the church, 740-653-3330, and ask to speak with
Shelley Nichols. She will convey your information to the pastors and the rest of the Visitation team.
If you are having an upcoming surgery , please also call with that information.
Judy Hug is the new coordinator of the Hospital Visitation Team; if you have an interest in being a
hospital visitor, please contact Judy.
We want to provide prayer and support for you; thank you for including us in your care!
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DECEMBER/JANUARY DINNER MENUS:

Wednesday Night Dinners
We welcome and
encourage everyone to
come and enjoy a
“home-cooked” meal at
our Wednesday Night
Fellowship Dinners.
Reservations can be
made by contacting the church
receptionist at 740-653-3330 before 3:00
on MONDAY AFTERNOON. If you have
any questions or concerns, please feel free
to contact Lisa Schenck at
lisaschenck@lancasterfumc.org or
740-653-3330 We thank you for your
continued support.


Buffet style



Serving from 5:00 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.



Main Room at Crossroads.



Desired donation:
$9.00 for adults; Kids (10 & under) free
when accompanied by an adult!

Specials in the
Spirit Cafe

Dec. 5

Chicken Parmesan
Buttered Spaghetti with Sauce
Seasoned Peas w/Pearl Onions
Carrot Coin Salad

Dec. 12

Ham with Cherry Sauce
Cheesy Potatoes
Seasoned Green Beans
Raspberry Apple Gelatin Salad

Jan. 9

Pulled Pork & Kraut
Seasoned Wedge Potatoes
Peas & Carrots
Chunky Applesauce

Jan. 16

Swiss Chicken
Rice Pilaf
Asian Vegetables
Savory Bean Salad

Jan. 23

Beef and Noodles
Mashed Potatoes with Gravy
Glazed Carrots
Pickled Beets

Jan. 30

Ham Loaf with Sauce
Buttered Potatoes
Seasoned Corn
Blushing Applesauce

December:
Peppermint Mocha & Hot Chocolate
January:
Salted Caramel Latte & Hot Chocolate

All meals include a Dessert, a fresh garden salad,
homemade rolls, and beverages.

Also serving Iced Tea & Iced Coffee!!!
Spirit Café is located in the Parlor& open on
Sunday mornings.

Fellowship Dinner Volunteers
Needed! Volunteers are needed on
Wednesday afternoons/evenings for this
wonderful outreach ministry. This is a huge
weekly undertaking and helps to support our
three weekly free lunches. You can serve
individually or bring the whole family. Contact
Lisa Schenck at 740-653-3330 for serving
opportunities on a weekly or monthly basis.

Saturday, Dec. 1 & Jan. 5
at 8:00am. Join us at the Rising
House. Please call the church,
740-653-3330 to reserve your
spot. Please join us!
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Financial Snapshot
October
Beginning operating fund balance
add income
less expenses
Ending operating fund balance

58,852.12
- 93,223.15

2018
$ 148,756.70
816,325.76
- 895,647.28
$ 69,435.18

Have you considered giving electronically with a regular bank transfer? This type of giving helps
the church have steadier income streams for ministry. Forms are available in the parlor and on the
church’s website. If you have questions, please contact the Business Office.
We continue to have the Building Fund available for future building campaigns and for major capital
repairs. The balance in this fund as of October 31 is $40,379.54. Approximately two-thirds of these
funds the Trustees have designated for repairs to our Crossroads parking lot this fall.
The Permanent Endowment contains funds from legacy gifts invested for ongoing support of the
ministry of First United Methodist Church.
October
2018
Beginning Permanent Endowment $2,730,320.04 $2,665,529.52
Ending fund balance
$2,589,513.15* $2,589,513.15
*results of market activity
Legacy gifts in the endowment typically supply 10% of our
operating funds for the specific ministries they were
designated each year. Additional support for these ministries
through endowment gifts will ensure our mission will be
supplied well into the future. Please contact the Business
Office if you would like additional information on the
Permanent Endowment or to find out how to make gifts
through your will or other financial instruments for charitable
contributions to the Permanent Endowment.

End of Year Giving:
Many of us consider giving more during the
Christmas season, partly out of strong desires to
be generous and maybe slightly out of a desire
to pay less income tax. In either case, First is
grateful for your investment in the mission &
ministries here at our church and in our
community!
If you are planning a stock gift or direct gift from
an annuity, please be sure to contact Jill Warner
in the Business Office for assistance. Please
consider if your required minimum distribution
could be used to further ministry at First. Check
with your financial advisor to find out.
The deadline to make contributions to First for
the 2018 calendar year is Monday, December
31 at noon in the Business Office.
Thank you!

The Finance & Permanent
Endowment Committees
are starting a series of seminars
on financial and legal issues.
The seminar for high school
parents and their children
navigating college planning,
starting work, etc. at Crossroads
is on JANUARY 6, 2019 at 5 PM .
Co-hosted by
our Higher Ed.
Scholarship &
Outreach
Committee.
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2018 Christmas Offering
During this season of Thanksgiving, we are
invited to offer our gifts in support of several
vital mission projects through the United
Methodist Church.





Our Lithuania Partner Church
Africa Hunger & Development
Good Works Outreach, Athens, Ohio
Connectional Giving

Enclosed in this newsletter is a special Thanksgiving offering envelope. Checks may be made
payable to First UMC with “Thanksgiving Offering” on the memo.
As we thank God for our many blessings, let’s offer our best gifts to these important mission projects
that are transforming and saving lives.

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE LORD!
Children's Sing & Praise is a singing group for children ages 4 through 6th grade. Our group
enjoys singing & praising God through music, videos & rhythm. We will share some of our songs
for the church several times a year. All children are invited to join us on Sunday mornings in
between services from 10 am to 10:30 am in the Celebration Room.
We look forward to seeing you!

Shopping online for Christmas
presents? Please be sure to register
for our Amazon Smile account!

Tis the season for SNOW! If
you would like to be part of the
snow removal team to help
clean the walks before, during,
or after worship services,
please contact the church at
740-653-3330 for more
information.

On your Amazon account, go to “your AmazonSmile”,
search for “charitable organizations in Lancaster Ohio”,
and select “The First United Methodist Church Lancaster
Ohio Inc”. All proceeds benefit our Local Missions, and
this is a great time to shop! Thank You!

Big Brothers & Big Sisters of Fairfield County
has over 60 children waiting for a Big! - About 2/3 are
boys. If you’d like to find out more information, or to
contact the organization, here is their link:
www.bbbs-fairfieldoh.org, or 740-687-9477 .

Family Special Events Team December 2018 schedule
December 8

8:30 a.m. - Noon

Second Saturday community outreach/
Angel Tree Gift Wrapping

Noon - 2:30pm

Angel Tree Gift Delivery/
Family Christmas Caroling to our shut-ins
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Thank you
Thank you to everyone that donated & helped during the
Election Day Soup, Sandwiches, & Baked Goods Sale!
Dear FUMC: Thank you for your love, support, and expressions of
sympathy for Ray. All was very much appreciated.
The Family of Ray Trax
Thank you to everyone that helped with hosting Pastor Andrus Kask and Deacon Jelena Kask
from Lithuania. They were greatly pleased with our hospitality and felt very welcome. With this visit
they know us better and were energized by our ministries.
Special thanks to: Mary Lou Trax for sharing her home; Barb Nichols, Dave Comer for airport
transportation; Brenda Wildermuth for transportation to Crossroads; First Community Kitchen for
letting them help; The Gathering; Fellowship Dinners; Pastor’s Bible Study group; Second
Saturday; Bell Choir; Chancel Choir; Esther/Rebbecca Circle; Lisa Schenk – breakfast and
transportation; Shelley Nichols – scheduling and coordinating. And thank you church for being in
Mission to the world! Remember: ‘The church in Mission is a sign of God’s presence in the world'

Card Shower!

Do you have trouble hearing in
worship? We have personal sound

Robert Morehead will turn 95
years young on December
24th! Robert has been a
member of FUMC since April
1949, so he will soon be a 70year church member! Feel
free to send Bob a card with
your birthday wishes. Happy Birthday, Bob!

amplifiers in the sanctuary for use by
individuals needing help hearing the service.
Please bring your own earbuds/earphones,
and just let an usher know that you’d like to
use an amplifier for the service.

Warm Gifts of Love for Little Ones
Each month, volunteer quilters from First UMC are making small quilts for babies born at Fairfield
Medical Center. This outreach is much appreciated by the families of new babies.
These items are needed to make the quilts:
 80/20 Quilt Batting
 Cotton Muslin for the Backing, 36”
 White Thread
Please bring all donations to the Media Center (2nd Floor). Your gifts support this ministry!

Coins for Christ for 2019. Our Local Missions Team is starting to prepare our list of Charitable
organizations that will benefit from our Coins for Christ program. 2018’s list included: Pearl House,
Friends of Allen Chapel, Special Olympics, the Lighthouse, Child Advocacy-Harcum House, Second
Saturday, Fairfield Co. Family Adult & Children 1st Council/Safe Kids, Maywood Mission, Foundation
Shelter, First Community Kitchen, New Horizons Youth & Family Center, & Local Relief.
If anyone knows of another charitable organization that would greatly benefit from our Coins for
Christ program, please contact Shannon McKisson or Lisa Schenck. Thank you!
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Dear friends of Lancaster First United Methodist Church:
My time with you as one of your pastors is growing shorter. When I came in 2006,
I thought perhaps that I might be here for a few years. I am so glad that my tenure
continued until 2018! I wish that I had kept a journal of all that we shared together.
All the memories of Sunday School classes, the Second Saturday visits, the
mission trip to the Bahamas in 2014, Sunday worship and special services,
interacting with the children at VBS, being part of the parades, and our Halloween
Carnival and Eggstravaganza are all cherished images. I think of daily
interactions, of visits to the hospitals, of my sharing in times of sadness and joy with your families. I
enjoyed my time with the UMW and the circles, the great music and camaraderie in choir, the
laughter with the Good News Clown team, the experiences of fellowship in a variety of settings. I
can't imagine my life without these interactions and memories.
I wish to add also that I have worked side by side with some of the most dedicated and creative
people that have been part of the First UMC staff in these twelve years. We weathered some
storms together and blended our gifts for ministry.
Thank you for your acceptance and support; I have grown in my faith because of you. I was able to
be a shepherd here because of your commitment and trust.
I will be retiring on December 31, 2018. I am relinquishing my pastoral responsibilities and know
that you will be in wonderful care with Pastor Brian and Pastor Alice. They will be there for you for
funerals and weddings and baptisms. Thank you for honoring the change in our relationship. I will
count you always as friends.
My husband Ben pastors at Hope UMC in Canal Winchester, and I will become part of his
congregation. I hope that our paths will cross here in Lancaster; you will continue to be in my heart
and always in my prayers.
Pastor Cheryl
PS. Plans for retirement include travel to see my family in N.C., and some rest after busy years.
Maybe some new hobbies and volunteering. We shall see!

UMW News
A Big Thank You to all who helped make the Election Day Soup,
Sandwich, & Bake Sale a success for missions! Many people
enjoyed the delicious food!
Coming Soon! December 1st, 8:30am to Noon. We need donated decorated
Christmas cookies & candy for the Cookie Walk! (please, no brownies or bar
cookies.) You may sign up in the parlor to donate cookies and/or work at the Cookie
Walk. We need helpers on Friday, November 30th, beginning at 9am to help set up,
and Saturday, December 1st, at 8am to help with the Cookie Walk.
Did you know that the UMW helps to support over 20 Local Missions as well as many national and
international missions? A few are to FUMC Local Relief Fund, Second Saturday, the Halloween
Carnival, FUMC Youth, Child Advocacy Center, Family First Council, Foundation Dinners, Friends of
Allen Chapel, Grace Haven Place, the Salvation Army, the Lighthouse, and many more! The Cookie
Walk is a big part of being able to support all of these outreach programs. Your support of the
Cookie Walk is appreciated by many organizations!
Remember to get your Pecans if you haven’t already bought some for the Holidays! On
Sale in the Parlor after Sundays worship services.
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UPCOMING DATES:
Dec. 1 & Jan. 5: Men’s Breakfast: Rising House
Dec. 5, 12, Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30: Wed. Night Dinners
Dec. 1: Cookie Walk!
Dec. 2: Nativity Festival!
Dec. 8: Second Saturday & Caroling
Dec. 8: Candlelight Tour
Dec. 9: Virtuous Reality Christmas Show!
Dec. 16: Reception for Rev. Cheryl Foulk & Sandy Roberts
2:00 - 4:00pm at Crossroads
Dec. 20: Chancel Choir Concert - 7pm - Sanctuary
Dec. 23: Christmas Eve-Eve service, 7:30pm
Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Services: 5:30pm, 8pm, & 11pm
Dec. 31: Jazzy New Year Celebration-Main Church, 6:00pm

It’s easier than ever before to find out, and see, all the great things
happening at Lancaster First. In addition to our Facebook page, we
have a twitter account as well as an Instagram account. Not only will
you be kept up-to-date with our ministries, but we’ll include devotions,
thoughts for the day, pictures, music, and a few surprises along the
way. Follow us at: Facebook: Lancaster First United Methodist Church
Twitter: church@lanfumc; Instagram: Lanfumc
Articles for the February issue of the
Circuit Rider are due by January 15 to Lisa Schenck
at lisaschenck@lancasterfumc.org
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The Circuit Rider
is the monthly newsletter of
First United Methodist Church
163 E. Wheeling St.
Lancaster, OH 43130
Sunday:
9:00 am – Worship Celebration
10:30 am – Praise Worship
Wednesday:
6:00 pm – The Gathering (at Crossroads)
Crossroads Family Ministry Center
2095 W. Fair Ave.
Lancaster, OH 43130
We welcome you to worship with us
and to experience the joy of having
fellowship with other people who
believe in the love of God and the
teachings of Christ.
Senior Pastor – Rev. Dr. Brian Jones
Associate Pastor – Rev. Cheryl Foulk
Rev. Alice Wolfe - 2019
Telephone – 740-653-3330
Email – church@lancasterfumc.org
Website – www.lancasterfumc.org
www.crossroadsevents.com

