The Circuit Rider

Holy Week Worship
Worship during Holy Week is a journey with Christ as we move from highs to lows and back to the
highest of all. The journey is most meaningful in our faith life when we experience it all! We
invite you to place all of our Holy Week worship experiences on your calendar and make every
effort to be part of the full journey.
Holy week begins with Palm Sunday on April 14th. We’ll mark this remembrance of the
triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem with the traditional processional with waving of palm
branches at each of our worship times at 9:00 & 10:30.
Maundy Thursday, on April 18th, will bring a new type of worship experience for us at Crossroads
at 7:00 p.m. Inspired by the Hebrew tradition that uses this night as a time for sharing faith by
older generations for younger generations, Pastor Alice and Judy Kraft have put together a
worship experience that is designed for multiple generations. Through a multi-sensory approach,
including a time of Communion, the events surrounding Jesus during the Passover and Holy
Week are given more understanding for us and for our children. Make plans to bring your
families of all ages and worship together at Crossroads.
April 19th, Good Friday, will have two worship events in our sanctuary. At noon we will offer a
brief time of reflection on the events of Good Friday. At 7:00 p.m., our worship time will include a
presentation of Dubois’ cantata setting of “The Seven Last Words of Christ” by our Chancel Choir
and the choir from First Presbyterian. Featuring soloists, organist Michael Snyder, and pianist
Brenda Graf, this powerful telling of the Crucifixion story prepares us in a meaningful way for the
glory of Easter.
Easter morning on April 21st will bring a glorious celebration of the Risen Lord and the salvation
bought for us by his sacrifice. Wonderful music and powerful proclamation of the word will be
with us as we express our gratitude in worship on this most important day in the life of the
church! Christ is risen! Throughout Holy Week, journey with our Savior!
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Easter Schedule for Children
Easter is on April 21, 2019
9:00 & 10:30: Nursery care for infants through age 4 in Room 12A.
Family worship for children ages 5 and up.
Activity bags are located at the back of the church if you wish to use one.

EASTER SUNDAY IS GRATITUDE SUNDAY!
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, till my trophies at last I lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange it some day for a crown.
Almost all followers of Jesus Christ know these familiar words, perhaps
having heard them as a young child and now joining voices in this refrain of promise and
gratitude. Resurrection people are grateful people, for the ministry, suffering, death and
redeeming resurrection of the Son of God.
On Easter Sunday, our church family will have an opportunity to reflect on all that God has
created in our lives and in the relationships, spaces, and good works of our church. All members
and friends of First Church are invited to share in expressions of thanksgiving by completing
gratitude cards that will be made available to children and youth programs on April 14, and for
all in worship either at The Gathering on April 17 or on Easter morning, April 21. All gratitude
cards will be collected during our time of offering, giving thanks not only for the monetary gifts
that day but also for the abundant and unmerited gifts and graces God showers on each of us.
As we continue our journey to the Cross, be thankful for all the people and situations in your
life that you cling to and cherish.

Easter Mission Offering
As we prepare for our Easter celebration, our Global Missions Team has announced the following
projects that we will be supporting.





Our Lithuania Partner Church
African Hunger & Development
Good Works Outreach, Athens, Ohio
West Ohio Conference Apportionments - First Mile Missions Giving

A special missions envelope is provided for your convenience. Checks may be made payable to
“First UMC” with “Easter Missions Offering” on the memo. Thank you for your generous support of
our Easter mission projects!

Music Sunday
Looking ahead, we’ll celebrate Music Sunday a little early this year on May 19th at both morning
worship times. With “praise music” as our theme, our Chancel Choir, Hi-Lo Ringers, Praise Band,
and Children’s Sing & Praise will lead us as we worship God in song. Don’t miss it!
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Easter Flower Order Form

“Invest in the Future” Prayer Event
Sunday, April 28
8:30 - 9:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
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Welcome New Members!
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SAVE the DATES! VBS 2019 July 8-12
6:00 - 8:30 p.m. Watch here for registration details!

Do you have trouble hearing in
worship? We have personal sound
amplifiers in the sanctuary for use by
individuals needing help hearing the service.
Please bring your own earbuds/earphones,
and just let an usher know that you’d like to
use an amplifier for the service.

Warm Gifts of Love for Little Ones
Each month, volunteer quilters from First UMC are making small quilts for babies born at Fairfield
Medical Center. This outreach is much appreciated by the families of new babies.
These items are needed to make the quilts:
 80/20 Quilt Batting
 Cotton Muslin for the Backing, 36”
 White Thread
Please bring all donations to the Media Center (2nd Floor). Your gifts support this ministry!
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Eggstravaganza is here and we still need volunteers to help staff this
fantastic outreach. Sign Up in the parlor or contact John Coen today!

Hi John. A few years ago I attended a Hospital Clowning class that you
taught. In the class I was given a clown kit filled with medical humor
and I just want you to know that it was very helpful to me in starting
my Therapeutic Humor practice. I am now a certified humor
professional through the Association for Applied & Therapeutic
Humor (AATH.org) . I just wanted to thank you because I have been
using your supplies and some of your puns in my visits at homeless
shelters and nursing homes in Roanoke, VA . You never know where
your stuff is gonna end up. Thank you for all the laughter and fun that
you provided.-Kyle Edgell. (kyleedgell.com)
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April Dinner Menus:
April 3

Honey Mustard Chicken
Potato Puff
Peas with Pearl Onions
Poke Cake

April 10

Easter Ham with Cherry Sauce
Buffet Potatoes
Green Beans
Orange Carrot Pineapple Salad
Coconut Jelly Bean Cake

April 17

Beef and Noodles
Mashed Potatoes with Gravy
Glazed Carrots
Light Asian Cabbage Salad
Texas Sheet Cake

April 24

BBQ Pulled Pork/Sandwiches
Potato Wedges
Peas & Carrots
Chunky Applesauce
Ice Cream Sundae







All meals include a Dessert, a fresh garden salad,
homemade rolls, and beverages.
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Rummage Sale
The Annual Youth Rummage Sale is May 4th
8:00 am – 2:00 pm
As you get ready to do some Winter
and Spring cleaning, don’t forget us!
Set that stuff aside and donate it to the youth to
help fund the mission trip.
Intake days are:
May 2nd, 6pm – 8pm & May 3rd, 9am – 8pm

We will also have a recycling drive with the
Rummage Sale at Crossroads!




For a list of items that will be accepted,
please visit this website: http://ohiodropoff.com/what.html.
We will NOT take old TV's, CRT's or ink cartridges.
We will accept scrap metal (aluminum storm doors/windows/clean
grills) or wire, old Christmas lights, and electric motors.
Proceeds will benefit the Trustees fund for repairs to and equipment for
our facilities.
Contact Deb at debsilvia@lancasterfumc.org with questions.

Thanks for helping our Earth and helping your church
at the same time!
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EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!!

ANNUAL SWEETHEART LUNCHEN
Friday, May 17, 2019 at Noon
at Crossroads Ministry Center
2095 West Fair Avenue, Lancaster
To honor our members 80 years old and older (Lunch is Free)
All others: $5:00 Suggested Donation
A sign-up sheet is in the parlor for volunteers to help
serve our special quests.
COME join us for the Sweetheart Luncheon

We’re Having Garden Parties!
Won’t You Join Us?

at the Church & Rising House
Saturday, April 27
27—
—9 am to noon
at the Church & Rising House
We’ll supply flowerbeds & mulch.
Please bring your gloves, garden tools, wheelbarrows and
enthusiasm! Your prayers for no rain that morning are
appreciated! A sign-up sheet is in the parlor at the church or
email Deb Silvia at debsilvia@lancasterfumc.org.

This is a great family service project!
Freshening Up the Church
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Financial Snapshot

UMCOR Sunday, is March 31, 2019: Envelopes will be in the bulletins.
Money given on UMCOR Sunday covers all admin costs so other gifts go
directly to relief.

14

Worship @ Crossroads:
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The Circuit Rider

UPCOMING DATES:

It’s easier than ever before to find out, and see, all the great things
happening at Lancaster First. In addition to our Facebook page, we
have a twitter account as well as an Instagram account. Not only will
you be kept up-to-date with our ministries, but we’ll include devotions,
thoughts for the day, pictures, music, and a few surprises along the
way. Follow us at: Facebook: Lancaster First United Methodist Church
Twitter: church@lanfumc; Instagram: Lanfumc
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