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Please note: Some events mentioned inside are subject to change, due to
COVID-19. For updates, please be sure to check our Facebook page, our website,
or call the church.
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“Where were you when | laid the foundation of the earth” (Job 38:4 NRSV)

| was having a conversation with someone the other day and told them how a dear older
lady in my home church got each youth a subscription to a program to read through the
Bible in a year. In those pre-internet days, you got a small magazine every month with a daily
reading and a devotion. If you did it every day, you read through the Bible in a year. While
not terribly excited at the time, | was taught to be gracious when you are given something.
So | saw it as my obligation to read through the Bible.

| remember reading through Job and being a bit put off by the ending. | mean, here is Job |
who hasn't done anything wrong, going through loss of virtually everything in his life. And all ( i |
he wants to know is why. Seems pretty legitimate, if you ask me. / k3 L

When God finally comes after 37 chapters of silence, His answer over several chapters
seems to be “Who are you to question Me who is so great?” To my teenage mind, that seemed a bit of a cop out. God
doesn’t even mention His bet with the devil!

As I've hopefully spiritually matured over the years, I've come to see God'’s answer differently. Rather than seeing it as a
cop out, | find immense satisfaction in what God says to Job. Yes, there is the sense that God says to Job, “You are the
creation, and | am the Creator. The idea that you could understand all that | do, even if | explained it you, is foolish.” But
more than that, | believe what God gives is a twofold answer. God reminds Job of all He is, of His eternity and sovereignty
over all creation. Not to make Job seem small, but as a reminder God is still in control and still sovereign when life is in
chaos. God is greater than Job’s tragedies. He is still in control. Secondly, God reminds Job to control the things he can
control, and let God control everything else.

| find comfort and wisdom in God’s answer as we continue through our own time of the unknown. | would love to be able
to say by the time you read this, we will all be back in regular in-person worship. But as of right now, | have no idea. And
not knowing is stressful. That's why I find such comfort in God’s answer to Job. God says to us as He said to Job, | am
still in control. | am still sovereign. | am just as sovereign in a time of pandemic as | s
am in times of health and freedom. I find comfort in knowing God is still in control. & A

And | find wisdom in controlling what | can control, and letting go of everything ’
else. | see a lot of understandable angst and irritation, frustration, rising up lately,
and it's understandable. We can't control someone else’s attitude, their anger, or
frustration. We can't control their beliefs or attitude about what were going through. & 1 2
What we can control is how we act toward one another. We can be loving. We can
be kind. We can be quiet rather than argumentative. We can pray for others rather
than get angry with them. We can do good. We can choose, even in our fallible
ways to be more like Jesus.

In Christ,
Rev. Dr. Brian Jones <><

Rocky Railway is delayed arriving
at the station until Summer of 2021.

Watch for an announcement about an
exciting new VBS expenence
for Summer of 2020!




One More Communion Steward <=
Our new team of communion stewards
needs at least one more person to help
with the 10:30 worship time. The job will
mostly include set-up just prior to the
worship time and then staying for a little while after to

clean up. If you attend at 10:30 (or are willing to do so on

communion Sundays) and would like to serve your
church in this way, please contact Clarence McCoy,
clarencemccoy®@love-first.org.

Worship Leaders

First UMC is truly blessed by the team of worship leaders
who give of their time and talents so faithfully! Each week
our worship is enhanced through our leaders who share
the prayers that they craft, read the scriptures, and lead
us in liturgy. If you would like to be a part of our worship
leader team, or if you would like more information to help
you consider if serving in this way is for you, just contact
Clarence McCoy at the church or by emailing
clarencemccoy@love-first.org.
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