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The newsletter of First United Methodist Church, Lancaster, Ohio

September 2020

Please note: Some events mentioned inside are subject to change, due to
COVID-19. For updates, please be sure to check our Facebook page, our website,

or call the church.

~ Kickoff

Issuel

Dri-Veru Dinners are ba
September 16t h!
Need a delicious home cooked meal without any of the fuss

y | and clean-up? We've got you covered! Hop in the car and

head out to Crossroads on the first and third Wednesday of
the month for a great meal at an even better price-—
$5.00!

All meals are served at the Crossroads Ministry Center from the East Kitchen doors
from 4:00 — 5:30 p.m. Just follow the signs, stay in your car, and let us serve you!
Reservations are required. Please make reservations no later than 3:00 p.m. on the
MONDAY prior to the meal. Order a couple of extra meals and surprise your
neighbors or friends with a mid-week treat!

Our upcoming menu is:

September 16, 2020
Chicken & Noodles
Mashed Potatoes

Hot Vegetable

Salad, Roll, and Dessert

Il nside this

B 2. Letter from Pastor Brian

3. In-person worship,
Trustees Corner
. Music Notes, Greeting Card
Ministry
. West Ohio Mission News,
The Tool Shed
. A Note from the Business
Office, Local Relief
. Deaths, Baptisms, Births,
Thank You's
. New Sunday School Year
. Second Saturday,
Sunday School Plan
10. Sunday School Plan, UMW
News
11. First Community Kitchen
12. Scholarship Thank You's
13. Volunteer Spotlights
14. Adult Sunday School,
Crossioaas Cominunity
15. Creative Ministry News




“Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness.....So God
created humankind in His image, in the image of God He created them. (Genesis’s 1:26a-27
NRSV)

Over a year ago, my family gave me one of those DNA kits for Christmas. The ones
where you put some saliva into a small vial, seal it up, and send it back. Six weeks or so later _
you get the results. — V .

The entire process was fascinating. Not only do you learn much about one's heritage, but '/ SR\
because the technology and detail is always improving. At first, it was “We believe your 1 Jk L
ancestors came from this country”. Now they can pinpoint the most likely cities or areas we / / - L
come from.

It also gives you an opportunity to connect with your “DNA relatives”. Siblings, cousins, second, third, fourth even fifth
cousins. Now, if you know much about family connections, you know by the time you get to fifth cousins you're getting
pretty far out into the branches of the family tree. When a fifth cousin’s profile comes up with a picture | can see that we
don’t look much like one another at all. With my first cousins, there is some resemblance. Had | had siblings, the
resemblance would have been even closer and certainly if my parents had taken the tests the resemblance would have
been very obvious.

The closer we are to someone genetically, the more we may share resemblance or share an image. | believe this in part
is at the heart of our Scripture. We, out of all of creation, have been made in the image of God. We are created out of an
intimate, hands-on creation and filled with the breath of God, which we see in Genesis 2:7. Hands-on and breath-filled.
One doesn't get much closer than that. Our being made in the image of God comes out of this intimacy with God. SO, we
resemble Him in holiness, a desire to have community, and a desire for that which is God.

That image is also sustained by that intimacy. The closer we get to God, the more we bear His image. The farther away
we are, the less we resemble Him. There is a difference between God being one’s Heavenly Father and being God’s fifth
cousin! Our faith should be one that intentionally brings us closer to God.

| read something the other day that stated something to the effect that this is so embedded in us that it's an ongoing
process. In other words, we will always bear the image of the god we worship. If money becomes our god, we take on the
image of greed. If politics or political parties become what we worship, we begin to resemble their ideals but have no
compunction treating those who disagree with us with contempt. If we worship ourselves, we come up empty.

Who do you resemble? Like it or not, you will bear the image of whatever The Pastor's Bible Stu dy -

god who's altar you kneel in front of. Let us draw close to Jesus and bear start back on Sept. 16th
His image. It's the only one that will truly satisfy our souls. S€pL. Loth.

In Christ, That's the date of the first
Rev. Dr. Brian Jones <>< Drive-Thru Dinner!

Pl ease join us for our new Sermon Seri es:




